ENTRIES CLOSE

FRIDAY 16TH 20 2 6 @
OCTOBER 2026 (Geography Teachers
Assoclation NSW & ACT

PRIZES FOR EACH CATEGORY )

iST PRIZE 2ND PRIZE 3RD PRIZE
§500 §250 $100




GEOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH AWARD (K-10)

TliiS awarcl allows stuclents to clemonstrate original geograpliic researcli on any topic l:rom tlie Australian Curriculum or
NSV\/ KiO Geograpliy Syllalous. Students will iclentiify an inquiry locus ancl Sl’lOUl(l con<luct l90tli primary an<l secontlary

researcli to investigate tliis topic.

GEOGRAPHY IN STEM AWARD (K-12)

This award allows students to demonstrate geograpl]ic research on any topic from the Australian Curriculum or NSW K-12
Geograpliy Syllal9us. However, a signilicant STEM contribution must be present in the final procluct and Geograpliy must
drive the project. The STEM contribution may be explicitly evident in the collection of primary data, the tools used for

analysis ol<lata ancl/or in tlie linal presentation ancl communication oltlie researcli.

NESA GEOGRAPHIAL INVESTIGATION / IB INTERNAL ASSESSMENT AWARD / ACT
EQUIVALENT PROJECT (YEAR 1)

TliiS awarcl recognises excellence in tl'ie NSW Geograpl'iical lnvestigation or lnternational Baccalaureate lnternal
Assessment (lA) Projects. TllOSQ Wlio stu<ly Geograpliy in tlie ACT may also sulomit Geograpliy researcli projects ola

similar scope.

ENTRY SPECIFICATIONS ENTRY DETAILS
The projects submitted for all categories should: e Closing date: l:riclay 16th October 2026
o Be less than 3000 words when written or under 10 . Capacity: Fach school is able to submit a maximum
minutes in an audio-visual format. of four entries per category. The same project can
) lncorporate appropriate primary and seconclary research be submitted in multiple categories.
for the inquiry topic. o Cost: There is no cost for entry to the competition.
o Demonstrate excellent research skills. . Lluclging: Will take place in December 2026
o Demonstrate excellent communication of geograpliical o Announcement: Winners will be notified l9y March
information using a variety of tools and skills. 2021,
o Demonstrate the capacity for active citizensliip from the . EligilDility: All schools that enter MUST be GTA
undertaken research. NSW & ACT paying members

° Sulomission: All awarcl entries must loe sulomitte(l

APPLY ON OUR WEBSITE digitally as either Acrobat PDF files, websites or
suitable audio-visual files.



JUDGEMENT CRITERIA

lclentilies a relevant an(l

engaging geograpliic
inquiry topic

Topic is appropriate lor tlie relevant
syllalous. Topic is liigl'ily engaging
Topic allows lor researcli Wliicli is

spatial in nature.

lopic is appropriate lor tlie relevant
syllalous. Topic allows lor researcli

wliicli is spatial in nature.

Topic is inappropriate Fortlie
relevant syllalous. OR Topic cloes not
allow lor researcli WliiCl'i is spatial in

nature.

Topic is inappropriate Fortlie
relevant syllal)us. AND Topic <loes
not allow lor researcli wliicli is

spatial in nature.

lncorporates appropriate
primary researcli lor tlie

inquiry topic

Outstancling demonstrations of
accurate, well plannecl primary (lata
collection. Clear and appropriate
presentation of collected primary

<lata.

Demonstrations onell—planned
primary (lata collection. Clear
presentation olcollected primary

<lata.

Primary clata is collecte<l using

appropriate metliO(ls.

l_ittle or no primary (lata is
collecte<l. OR Primary (lata is
collected using inappropriate

metlio<ls.

lncorporates appropriate
secondary researcln l:ortlie

inquiry topic

Outstan(lingly detailed information
and technical vocalaulary used
consistently tlirougl'iout the project.
An accurate, complete an(l
consistently style(l loiloliograpliy is

presente<l.

Detailed information and technical
vocalaulary used tlirougliout the
project. A consistently style<l
l)il)liograplwy is presente<l.

Some (letailefl inlormation an<l
teclinical vocaloulary usetl in tlie

project. A l)il)liograpliy is presentecl.

Generic examples ancl generic

lan uage use(l tl’ii’OU liout tlie
guag g

project. l\lo attempt is macle to

rel:erence sources use<l.

Quality ol geograpliy

researcli

lnsiglitlul analysis or discussion is
ma(le lJase<l on tlie collecte(l primary
and secon(lary data. Conclusions
about inquiry topics are based on

analysis or cliscussion ol:clata.

Analysis or discussion is made
based on the collected primary and
secondary (lata.Conclusions aloout
inquiry topics are based on analysis

or <liscussion oF(lata.

Primary ancl secon<lary clata is usetl

to (lraw conclusions.

Conclusions are l9ase<l on
superFicial, generic or general

inlormation.

Communication ol:

geograpliical information

Geograpliical information is
presenterl in sustainetl, logical and
well sequencecl paragraplws. A
variety olappropriate tools (pliotos,
graplis, maps etc) are selecte(l antl
used to convey geograpliic

inl:ormation engagingly

Geograpliical information is
presentetl in sustaine(l, logical and
well sequencetl paragraplws.
Appropriate tools (pliotos, graplis,
maps etc) are selectecl an(l use(l to

convey geograpliic information.

Geograpliical imformation is

presente(l in logical paragraplis.

Geograpliical inl:ormation is

presente(l in paragraplis.

Capacity for active
citizensliip From tlie
project.

Evidence olactive citizensliip is

present witliin tlie project.

Capacity lor active citizensliip is

articulate<l Witliin tlie project.

Capacity For active citizensliip is

allucletl to witliin tlie project.

l\lo capalJility For active citizensliip
is evi(lent witliin tlie project.

Format an(l presentation

Project is liiglily engaging ancl is
attractively l:ormatte(l. 3000 wor(ls

or less or un(ler lO minutes.

Project is attractively iformattecl.
3000 Wor(ls or less or un(ler 10

minutes.

Project exceecle<l 3000 wor<ls or 10
minutes l9y up to lO%.

Pi’O\jGCt exceecle<l 8000 WOi’(lS or lO

minutes l9y over lO%

Stem Award Category

Tlie contriloution ancl purpose ol
STEM in tlie geograpliical inquiry is
clearly an<l tliorouglily explicate(l

llie contrilaution ancl purpose ol
STEM in tlie geograplwical inquiry is

clearly explicate(l.

llie contrilJution an<l purpose ol‘
STEM in tlie geograpliical inquiry is
explicate(l at times altliougli mostly

inlerretl.

Tlie contrilJution an<l purpose ol
STEM in tlie geograpliical inquiry is

not explicate(l
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