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Dr Grant Kleeman, Editor

2 Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013

Welcome to the final issue of the Geography Bulletin for 2013. Featured articles are:
Implementing the Australian Curriculum: Geography and the GeogSpace resources, by
Malcolm Mclnerney, and Geography in the Primary Curriculum - The new Australian
Curriculum, by John Butler, OAM. Susan Bliss contributes an article, Year 7 Three Gorges Dam,
China. The GTA thanks these contributors.

As 2013 draws to a close we would like to wish you all the best for the festive season and
New Year.

Martin Pluss honoured

Martin Pluss has been awarded the Macdonald Holmes Medal* for his outstanding
contribution to geographical education in Australia.

The Macdonald Holmes Medal is awarded jointly by the Councils of the Geographical Society
of New South Wales Inc (GSNSW Inc) and the Geography Teachers' Association of New South
Wales Inc (GTANSW Inc), to persons who have made a distinguished contribution to the field
of geographical education in Australia.

Upon entering university Martin's goal was to be a Geography teacher. He completed an
Honours degree at the University of Sydney under the supervision of Dr Dennis Jeans on

the Historical Geography of 19""Century Strathfield. Martin then completed a Masters of
Education, keeping Geography close to the core of his research, completing a dissertation on
Non-formal Education in South East Asia and the Pacific.

Martin participated in the Honours Conference and was given the opportunity to publish

a summary of his thesis in Dr lan Burnley and Dr James Forest’s Living in Cities. This started
the journey of publishing up to 50 articles on Geography, Geographical Education and more
recently the integration of learning technologies into the teaching of Geography. Since 1984,
Martin has been employed and held various positions as and Geography teacher, Head of
Department and Dean of Learning Technologies in four independent schools: Oxley College
(Bowral), Northholm Grammar (Arcadia), Tara School and currently, Loreto Normanhurst.

Once he returned to Sydney in 1990 Martin joined the Council of the Geography Teachers
Association of NSW and soon after the Geographical Society of NSW. He has continued this
association to date with a few “sabbaticals” coinciding with the birth of Nick and Ali and to
enable him to settle into new schools.

The GTANSW has enabled Martin to meet wonderful teachers and to share ideas and
practices in Geography consultations, publications, workshops and lectures. He created and
managed the GTANSW web page for 15 years. Martin is somewhat of an “academic groupie”
when it comes to his involvement with Geographical Society of NSW, enjoying the meetings
and learning about the latest developments in academic Geography.

Martin believes Geography has provided him with much more than he has given Geography
including lifelong friends, shared learning experiences and the ability to see the world with

a geographer’s eyes. His journey as a geographical educator continues in his life beyond the
school gate. As a runner he explores the natural and built environments observing patterns
and wondering why.

* James Macdonald Holmes was McCaughey Professor of Geography at the University of
Sydney during the period of 1929-1961. To commemorate his achievements over these
years, the Geographical Society together with the Geography Teachers’ Association decided
to award, biennially, a medal bearing his portrait and name, to a person deemed to have
made a distinguished contribution in the field of geographical education in Australia.



Past recipients of the Macdonald Holmes Medal are:

1977  Edgar Ford 1995 | Bruce GThom
James B Rowe 1997 | Geoffrey K Connolly
1979 | Donald Biddle Colin Davey
1981 John Shaw 1999 | Joseph M Powell
1983 | Alan Tweedie 2001 Robert Fagan
1985 | SrGonzaga Stanley 2003 Nick Hutchinson
1987 | Gilbert J Butland 2005 | Deirdre Dragovich
1989 | Peter G lrwin 2007 | John Connell
Trevor Langford-Smith Grant Kleeman
1991 Malcolm Barlow 2009 | Susan Bliss
John S Emery Gordon Waitt
1993 | John H Holmes 2011 Richie Howitt

Photograph: Martin receives his medal from Mr lain Macdonald Holmes (right),
son of James Macdonald Holmes.

Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013 3



4 Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013

GTA Writes to the Board of Studies seeking an acceleration of the Geography Syllabus
development timeline

The GTA has written to the Board of Studies advocating an accelerated timeline for the
development and implementation of the new Australian Curriculum based NSW Geography
Syllabus. The GTA's letter and the Board's response is included below for your information.

The

T Geography Teachers’ Association
of New South Wales
ABN: 59 249 850 128

Mr Tom Alegounarias
President, NSW Board of Studies
GPO Box 5300, Sydney NSW 2001

At the recent Annual Conference of the Geography Teachers Association (GTA) of New
South Wales the Board's Inspector for Human Society and Its Environment (Mr Lindsay
Swan) outlined the Board's NSW K-10 syllabus for an Australian Curriculum in Geography
development timeline.

The 350 teachers present were somewhat surprised at the length of time involved to
develop and implement the document. As you might appreciate, teachers are keen to
embrace the new curriculum. The existing 7-10 document, while subject to minor revision
on at least two occasions, dates from 1990 and embeds a test-driven division between
Global and Australian Geography. This division is not appropriate for a number of reasons,
not the least of which is the abandonment of the School Certificate test. The GTA finds it
disappointing that the students of NSW will be required to study a syllabus document which
will be at least a quarter of a century old before it is replaced by a more contemporary study
of Geography.

Additionally, the current Years 11 and 12 Geography Syllabus is now more than a decade old.
We would urge the Board to put in train a revision of this document in light of the approval
of the Senior Years Geography Curriculum. Developing the syllabuses in tandem makes
sense both in terms of scope and sequence and resourcing.

The GTA requests that the Board expedite the development and implementation of the NSW
Geography Syllabuses with a target date of 2015 for Year 7-10 and 2016 for Years 11-12.

The GTA also stands ready to assist in any way the Boards deems appropriate.
Yours sincerely

Ms Susan Caldis Mr Nick Hutchinson Dr Grant Kleeman
President, GTA NSW Immediate Past President Vice President



JRRESPONDENCE

Our reference:

D2013/23305

Your reference:

Ms Susan Caldis

President

The Geography Teachers’ Association of NSW
56 Bland Street

ASHFIELD NSW 2131

Dear Ms Caldis

I refer to your letter received on 14 November 2013 requesting that the Board of
Studies expedite the development and implementation of NSW K—12 Geography
syllabuses incorporating the Australian curriculum.

It is a syllabus development priority of the Board to ensure that there is an
appropriate learning continuum in Geography for all students from Kindergarten to
Year 10. The timeline established for the development of a new Geography K—10
syllabus reflects the experience of the Board in developing the new English,
Mathematics, Science and History K-10 syllabuses for the Australian curriculum.

In order to fulfil its ongoing aim of producing syllabuses of the highest quality for
NSW students, the Board will follow its proven syllabus development process in the
development of the new Geography K—10 syllabus. This process includes broad
consultation with the range of stakeholders in NSW.

At this stage, it is anticipated that the writing phase for the new syllabus will
commence early in 2014. Planning for the development of the syllabus includes
statewide consultation during 2014.

Education sectors in NSW will be consulted in determining an implementation
schedule for the new syllabus that is manageable for schools. Teachers will be
provided with appropriate time to familiarise themselves with the new syllabus and to
develop suitable teaching programs prior to implementation.

In relation to the development of new senior courses, the Board has not yet
determined how Australian curriculum content can be effectively adapted and
incorporated into the NSW senior secondary curriculum structure.

117 Clarence Street Sydney NSW 2000 GPQ Box 5300 Sydney NSW 2001 Australia  Fax: (02) 9367 8487 Tel: (02) 9367 8176
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au
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The Geography Teachers’ Association of New South Wales is a key stakeholder in
the Geography K-10 syllabus development project. The Association will have a

range of opportunities to provide input and feedback through the Board’s established
processes.

I look forward to working with the Association during the development of the K-10
Geography syllabus for the Australian curriculum.

Yours sincerely

Tom Alegounarias

President
25 /11/2013

117 Clarence Street Sydney NSW 2000  GPO Box 5300 Sydney NSW 2001 Australia  Fax: (02) 9367 8487 Tel: (02) 9367 8176
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au
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In commencing my term as President, | reflect on the
significant influence the Geography Teachers Association

of NSW has had and continues to have on my career. From
the provision of teaching and learning resources, to the
organisation and delivery of rich, relevant professional
development and leadership opportunities; from enabling
access to state, national and international networks of
Geography experts, to encouraging a more localised group
of like-minded colleagues and friends to regularly collaborate
and discuss strategies that will make Geography live for their
students; from the security of knowing the Council members
are imminent NSW-based Geography educators who best
know the needs of our Geography teachers and students,

to wanting to know how one could contribute to and
participate in this association — the GTANSW has a continual
and evolving contribution to a journey in geographical
education. This is only a snapshot of the effect the GTANSW
has on me and how | believe this association benefits others.
I sincerely hope all members can identify ways in which
their connection to this professional association has shaped
and enhanced their experience and growth as Geography
educators.

Continuing the theme of connection and expertise, an

icon of the GTANSW, Nick Hutchinson, has completed his
term as President and now fulfils the role of Immediate Past
President and AGTA Conference Convenor. Nick has lead
the Association as President on several occasions and has
maintained his involvement in other capacities when not
serving in the presidential role. On behalf of the GTANSW
I'would like to thank Nick for his leadership, considered
counsel, approachability and vision for Geography in
schools. He has been at the forefront of leading us in to 21st
Century Geography through his research in to and passion

{ President’s report

for personal geographies and key conceptual analysis,
particularly for place, space and interconnection. The
GTANSW Council acknowledges and appreciates Nick's
long-term commitment to the Association and looks
forward to his continual involvement in our activities
throughout 2014.

Having recently returned to a school-based leadership
position from leading the development of the Australian
Curriculum: Geography at ACARA, I am acutely aware about
the level of salience a professional association can have

in shaping and influencing the direction of curriculum
documents. To that end | would like to encourage all
members to maintain their membership to the GTANSW
and constructively participate in consultation opportunities
that will arise as the Office of the Board of Studies NSW
develops the new NSW syllabus, incorporating Australian
curriculum content, for K-10 Geography. Of course the
association will be in regular communication with members
about the progression of the new syllabus.

Itis an honour and a privilege to have been elected to this
role, particularly after the era of Nick Hutchison, and I am
incredibly grateful and appreciative for the opportunity

to work with an experienced, diligent and enthusiastic
Council in leading NSW towards and through what will be
significant change in Australian geographical education.

The GTANSW is looking forward to a productive and
interesting 2014.

Susan Caldis
President, GTANSW
Head Teacher HSIE, Castle Hill High School
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GTA) HSC MINI CONFERENCE

Zmeres GrOWNE Plaza Hunter Valley
Wednesday 12 —Thursday 13 March, 2014

® Curriculum updates

e Support for teachers new to teaching HSC Geography

® HSC topic updates

e HSC Examination insights

® Assessing HSC Geography

e Differentiating students in the HSC examination

® Using ICT in the Senior Geography Classroom

® GeogSpace: Professional learning and curriculum support materials

® Collecting and analysing evidence of professional practice

REGISTRATION CLOSES ACCOMMODATION -
One week prior to event (includes a full buffet breakfast)
COSTS (inc 1) Twin share room $105 or

$195 member and $225 non-member Single occupancy $210
Conference dinner: $80

I wish to attend the Hunter Valley HSC Mini Conference 2014

REGISTRATION - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

FIRST & SURNAIME ...ttt s s et s st seaesesnsenns
SCHOOL NAME ...ttt e e et e e e e e se s s s s esesesesesnsnneanans
SCHOOL ADDRESS..... ettt e e se e ee e e e aee e annnnen
SUBURB......ooceteette ettt snen POSTCODE......coooiiereeereeeeere e
PHONE (W) e FAX (W) oo MOBILE ...
Y NSWIT Accreditation NO........ccoeveeveereecnnes

MEMBER OF GTA ....... NO/.....YES If Yes: O Personal or O Corporate
Conference dinner: O Attending or O Not attending

Accommodation: O Required (O twin share O single occupancy) or [ Not required

Please make cheques payable to: Geography Teachers’ Association of NS\ Inc

OR

Charge S, to my credit card: 00 Mastercard [ Visa

Card Number: ..o Y/ /s [ s Expiry date: ..... /.....
NAME ON CAN: ...

SIGNATUIE. ...

PLEASE MAIL YOUR REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE TO:

The Geography Teachers’ Association of NSW
PO Box 577, Leichhardt NSW 2040

ENQUIRIES: T:029716 0378, F: 02 9564 2342, E: gta.admin@ptc.nsw.edu.au W: www.gtansw.org.au

THIS FORM BECOMES A TAX INVOICE - ABN 59 246 850 128
GTA NSW respects your privacy. Any data collected is for the purpose of registration only.
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Implementing the Australian Curriculum:
Geography and the GeogSpace resources

From the beginning

It seems like only yesterday when the then AGTA Chair,

Nick Hutchinson, set in motion the process for a National
Geography Curriculum, which came to fruition on 20

May this year. To get the process underway Nick made an
appointment with the then Federal Education Minister, Julie
Bishop, to discuss the concern in the Australian geographical
community of the declining number of students undertaking
Geography in Australian schools, and the need for
intervention in the diminishing place of the subject in the
educational setting in Australia. The resulting February 2008
Erebus International report, A study into the Teaching of
Geography in Years 3-10, played a crucial role in convincing
the Australian Government in 2008 to include Geography as
a subject in the development of the Australian Curriculum.
Since the announcement by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) in May 2009
that Geography was to be a Phase 2

subject of the new Australian Curriculum, life has been
rather hectic for those involved in the development of the
curriculum and support materials.

This article aims to:

highlight the process of curriculum development over
these four years

unpack the curriculum and the supporting materials
(GeogSpace) recently published by the Australian
Geography Teachers' Association (AGTA) and Education
Services Australia (ESA)

discuss the opportunities and risks associated with the
implementation stage of the curriculum.

Summary of the key stages of the development of the
Australian Curriculum: Geography:

May 2009: ACARA presented with the TNGC Background
Paper and Position Paper

October 2009: ACARA Geography Reference Group
established to develop a draft AC: Geography Shape Paper

June 2010: draft AC: Geography Shape Paper released for
online consultation

July 2010: ACARA Advisory Group appointed to produce the
final AC: Geography Shape Paper

January 2011: AC: Geography Shape Paper released

March - October 2011: a group of writers and advisers
worked on developing a draft scope and sequence

Malcolm McInerney, AGTA Chair

October 2011: draft scope and sequence released for online
consultation

March -June 2012: writer and advisers respond to feedback
and draft a new scope and sequence

June -July 2012: draft goes to jurisdictions and GTAs for
feedback

August-September 2012: final rewrite by writers and
advisers

October 2012 - April 2013: Geography curriculum to go to
jurisdictions and the ACARA Board for approval

20 May 2013: on-line publication of the Australian
Curriculum: Geography

31 May 2013: £SA SACOL geography site called GeogSpace
(developed by AGTA) released

May -June 2013: final consultation on the senior curriculum
for Geography

2013 ?: release of the senior curriculum for Geography.

The development of the Australian Curriculum: Geography
was a complex and, at times, frustrating process. The process
required considerable consultation with stakeholders

such as the jurisdictions (State, Independent and Catholic)
around Australia, AGTA and its affiliate geography teachers
associations (GTAs), classroom teachers, university
geographers represented by the Institute of Australian
Geographers (IAG), Royal Geographical Societies, ACARA
consultative groups on the cross-curriculum priorities
(Indigenous, Asian and Sustainability), industry (spatial
industry, farmers), special interest organisations (environment
groups) and community groups such as emergency
services. This extensive and thorough consultation, whilst
deserving of respect, resulted in considerable negotiation,
rewrites, compromise and delays. Despite the fact that

the curriculum was published some 20 months later than
originally scheduled, we have a curriculum which meets the
needs of a wide range of individuals/groups, and one with
the flexibility and positive intent which can be turned into
quality education by the “curriculum makers’, the teachers of
Australia. As geographers, we look to the implementation of
the curriculum as a key strategy in turning around the decline
of Geography in Australian schools.

“Geography teacher professional associations have lobbied
strongly to reintroduce geography as a core subject, as a strategy
to reverse the significant decline in the number of students in
Australia studying this subject in any depth. They rightly point

Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013 9



to the challenges for the discipline now and into the future if the
number of teachers with sufficient knowledge and skills in the
area is not significantly increased.”

Excerpt from the conclusion of the 2008 Erebus Report.

The engagement of young people with Geography is of
paramount importance in the development of an informed,
responsible and active citizen. Further to this student-
focussed aim, geographers have seen the new Geography
curriculum as an opportunity to:

evaluate courses and pedagogy in line with 21st Century
learning

integrate spatial technologies

present Geography as a dynamic, relevant, vibrant and
exciting discipline for students

promote the “brand” of Geography in the community.

Unpacking the curriculum

The Australian Curriculum: Geography has been met

with positive comments in regards to the clarity and
appropriateness of the structure and content of the
curriculum. In this section | wish to highlight the key
components of the curriculum in an effort to provide a
summary document which can be used with teachers trying
to understand the new curriculum. The curriculum is available
at www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Geography/
Rationale and, as a 21t Century online curriculum, is able

to be modified and adapted as implementation occurs.

Such adaptability is something which will add to the

quality of implementation as teacher’s trial and test the
curriculum. Three sections which caused significant debate
and consumed a great amount of time to get right were the
definition, aims and concepts. These were fundamental to the
development and character of the curriculum and provided
the ethos and shape of what was eventually written as the
core of the document.

@ ‘ Australian
CURRICULUM

Home F-10 Curriculum Senior

Geography

Rationale/Aims Organisation Foundation to Year 10 Curriculum

Rationale/fims Rationale

Rationale

ustralian Curriculum: Geography and the GeogSpace resources

Definition

Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and
understanding the characteristics of the places that make up
our world, using the concepts of place, space, environment,
interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. It addresses
scales from the personal to the global and time periods from a
few years to thousands of years.

Aims
Geography aims to develop:

a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places,
people, cultures and environments throughout the world

a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality,
Australia, the Asia region and the world

the ability to think geographically, using geographical
concepts

the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of
geographical inquiry methods and skills

informed, responsible and active citizens who can
contribute to the development of an environmentally and
economically sustainable and socially just world.

Concepts

The Australian Curriculum: Geography identifies the concepts of
place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale
and change as integral to the development of geographical
understanding. These are high-level ideas or ways of thinking
that can be applied across the subject.

Itis important to note that the Geography curriculum is
unique compared to the other learning areas. It was built
around these seven concepts, which were developed before
structure or content was discussed. It is a truly conceptual
curriculum requiring an understanding of the concepts to
unravel and interpret the content, understandings, skills

. AUSTRALLAN CURRICULUM,
C C C | pistssment ano
’ REFORTING AL THOEITY

dent Diversity Consultation # Print/Download
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Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the characteristics of the places that

Aims

make up our world, using the concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale and

change. It addresses scales from the personal to the global and time periods from a few years to thousands of

years.

Geography integrates knowledge from the natural sciences. social sciences and humanities to build a holistic
understanding of the world. Students learn to question why the world is the way it is, reflect on their
relationships with and responsibilities for that world, and propose actions designed to shape a socially just and

sustainable future.

The concept of place develops students' curiosity and wonder about the diversity of the world's places, peoples,
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and achievement standards. Another article in this edition of
Interaction provides a detailed insight into these concepts
and is required reading for those interested in exploring the
richness of the Geography curriculum.

Structure

Once the definition, aims and concepts were decided upon,
the task was to develop a structure to populate with content
and skills and in turn to build a curriculum narrative. The
writers were somewhat beholden to the History curriculum
structure, requiring the Geography curriculum to have

two strands, focussed on knowledge/understanding and
skills. However, the Geography deviates from the History
curriculum by building into the skills strand a geographical
inquiry process, with the strand being called Geographical
Inquiry and Skills.

The Australian Curriculum: Geography is divided into two
strands as follows:

Geographical knowledge and understandings
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identity trends
local-global
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virtual futures
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Geographical inquiry and skills

Content descriptions with elaborations for each year from
F-10.

Geographical knowledge refers to the facts, generalisations,
principles, theories and models developed in Geography.

Geographical understanding is the ability to see the
relationships between aspects of knowledge and construct
explanatory frameworks to illustrate these relationships.

Content descriptions with elaborations over two years,
commencing with Foundation but then 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-
10. However the elaborations are customised on a yearly basis
in accordance with the year level themes and topics.

Geographical inquiry is a process by which students learn
about and deepen their understanding of Geography.

Geographical skills are the techniques that geographers use

in their investigations, both in fieldwork and in the classroom
(formulating a question and research plan, recording and data
representation skills, using a variety of spatial technologies and
communicating with appropriate geographical vocabulary).

Geographical skills are described in the curriculum under
five sub-headings representing the stages of a complete
investigation.
The stages of an inquiry are:
observing, questioning and planning
collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
- Interpreting analysing and concluding
communicating
reflecting and responding.

Using the two-strand structure, each year level is written
using the following headings:

Year level description: provide a focus of study at each year
level. The descriptions identify the key geographical concepts
that are to be the focus for understanding and articulate how
students geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and
mental map of the world will be developed.

Key inquiry questions: provide a framework for developing
students'geographical knowledge and understanding, and
inquiry and skills.

Content descriptions: knowledge, understanding and

skills that teachers are expected to teach and students are
expected to learn.

Elaborations: illustrate and exemplify content and to
assist teachers in developing a common understanding
of the content descriptions. They are not intended to be
comprehensive or compulsory content points that all
students need to be taught.

Achievement standards: articulates the depth of
conceptual understanding, the sophistication of skills and
the ability to apply essential knowledge expected of students
— the quality of student learning as a result of what they are
taught.

Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013
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Year 8

Year & Level Description
There are two units of study in the Year 8 curriculum for Geography: Landforms and landscapes and Changing nations.

Landforms and fandscapes focuses on investigating gecmorpholegy through a study of landscapes and their landforms. This unit examines the processes that shape
individual landforms, the values and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes by diverse cultures, hazards associated with landscapes, and management of
landscapes. Landforms and landscapes develops students’ understanding of the concept of environment and enables them to explore the significance of landscapes to
people, including Aberiginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. These distinctive aspects of landforms and landscapes are investigated using studies drawn from Australia
and throughout the world.

Changing nations investigates the changing human geocgraphy of countries, as revealed by shifts in popuiation distribution. The spatial distributicn of population is a sensitive
indicator of economic and social change, and has significant environmental, economic and social effects, both negative and positive. The unit explores the process of
urbanization and draws on a study of a country of the Asia region to show how urbanisation changes the economigs and societies of low and middle-income countries.
countries. It investigates the reasons for the high level of urban concentration in Australia, one of the distinctive features of Australia’s human geography, and compares
Australia with the United States of America. The redistribution of population resulting from internal migration is examined through case studies of Australia and China, and is
contrasted with the way international migration reinforces urban concentration in Australia. The unit then examines issues related to the management and future of
Australia’'s urban areas.

The content of this year level is organised into two strands: Geographical! Knowlsdge and Understanding and Geographical Inguiry and Skills. These strands are
interrelated and should be taught in an integrated manner, and in ways that are appropriate to specific local centexts. The order and detail in which they are taught are
programming decisions.

Key inquiry questions

A framework for developing students’ geographical knowledge, understanding and skills is provided through the inclusion of inguiry questions and specific inguiry skils,
including the use and interpretation of maps, photographs and other representations of gecgraphical data.

The key inguiry questions for Year 8 are articulated below.

» How do envirenmental and human processes affect the characteristics of places and environments?
= How do the interconnections between places, people and environments affect the lives of people?
= What are the consequences of changes to places and environments and how can these changes be managed?

Year & Content Descriptions

@I Knowledge and m@ Geographical Knowledge and Understanding Geographical Inquiry and Skills
Unit 1: Landforms and landscapes Unit 2: Changing nations Observing, guestioning and planning
The different types of landscapes and their The causes and consequences of urbanisation, Develop geographically significant guestions and
distinctive landform features (ACHERO4E) drawing on a study from Indonesia, or another plan an inguiry using appropriate geographical
= country of the Asia region (ACHGKDE4) methodologies and concepts (ACHGS055)

e B cHn e

Geography ! Year 8 / Geographical Inquiry and Skills / Observing, questioning and planning

Content description E!aboratio}N

Develop geographically significant guestions and plan an « developing guestions on an area of focus in the Geographical Knowledge and
inguiry using apprepriate gecgraphical methodologiss and Understanding strand, for example, about types of landforms or reasons for urban
concepts settlements

developing guestions about the significance of a spatial distribution, for example, the
positive and negative effectz of the spatial concentration of population in Australia
planning an investigation of the processes responsible for the geographical
phencmenon being studied, at a range of scales, for example, the causes and
consequences of urbanisation

uging a range of methods including digital technologies to plan and conduct an
information search about reasons for and effects of internal migration in Australia

Code General capabilities

ACHGS0SS @ Literacy
@ Numeracy

URL . Information and
: Z communication
http:iw w v australiancurriculum. edu. au/Elements technology capability
[ACHGS055 g® Critical and oreative
thinking
i Perscnal and social
capability

Resources

scgotle

Resources
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The themes and topics

Years F-6 is theme based, with five to six content descriptions
being presented as the course of study. The themes are:

Foundation Year: People live in places

Year 1: Places have distinctive features

Year 2: People are connected to many places
Year 3: Places are both similar and different
Year 4: The Earth's environment sustains all life

Year 5: Factors that shape the human and environmental
characteristics of places

Year 6: A diverse and connected world.
In terms of the F-6 curriculum narrative, the themes across
the years have been designed to progressively develop
student understanding and to avoid repetition, so it is vital
for teachers to know what students should have learned in

previous years and what they will learn in later years. There are
progressions in:

Environment: from weather to climate, vegetation and
natural hazards

Understanding of places: from features to characteristics
to explaining characteristics

Knowledge of the world: from local to global
Understanding of space: from knowing location to
managing spaces.

At Year 7, the curriculum changes from a thematic approach
to a topic structure with five to six content descriptions for
each topic. There are two topics for each year level with

one being focussed on physical geography and the other
on human geography. After many changes during the
consultation periods, with topics moved between year levels
and some significant changes, the following topic coverage
was decided upon:

Water in the world (7)

Place and liveability (7)

Landforms and landscapes (8)

Changing nations (8)

Biomes and food security (9)

Geographies of interconnections (9)
Environmental change and management (10)

Geographies of human wellbeing (10).

Unlike the F-6, a curriculum narrative is much more difficult
to articulate, though such a process is an interesting
activity for faculties to undertake in an effort to deconstruct
the curriculum and develop their own rationale for the
curriculum progression.

f\\\\

() GeogSpace

I he next step:
GeogSpace on-line resources

Once the Geography curriculum was written, AGTA saw the
need to develop resources to support it. In March 2012, AGTA
was successful in tendering to undertake the development
of the Geography on-line resources for the Educational
Services Australia (ESA) Supporting the Australian Curriculum
On-line (SACOL) project. AGTA commenced developing

the resource, to be known as GeogSpace, in July 2012 and
employed 12 writers from across Australia to write innovative
and comprehensive illustrations of practice linked to the
Australian Curriculum: Geography. On 31 May 2013, the
GeogSpace site went live at www.geogspace.edu.au and
was met with great enthusiasm from geographers around
Australia who saw the resource as much needed support to
the successful implementation of the new curriculum. The
illustrations of practice are not just activities for students

but have also been designed to provide materials for quality
professional learning. GeogSpace was developed with the
following in mind, to:

be a resource to support the teaching of the Australian
Curriculum: Geography

provide the framework, content pedagogical knowledge,
teaching approaches and resources to support
professional learning across Australia

have the capacity to support the delivery of professional
learning to “Geography” and “‘non-Geography” Geography
teachers

cater for primary and secondary school implementation of
the Australian Curriculum: Geography

integrate ICTs throughout the curriculum relevant to the
teaching of Geography

reflect “world best practice”i.e. range of sources, in
particular the UK Geography teaching resources have
been purchased

be a free website (open to all) containing over 60
illustrations of practice and professional learning objects

be written and developed by Australian Geography
teachers from every state of Australia — a first ever
resource for Australian Geography teaching

be a 21st Century Geography resource dedicated to the
Australian Curriculum: Geography.
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GeogSpace structure
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Heading 2
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Muila varius.onor nec Litricies pellen tesque, erst orcl vehicula nula, ultrics tioor risus fursis st masse. Proin at
molestie consectstur adipisaing alt. Integer et gravide dam. Meuris portitor [ectus ultnoas nisl vanenalis commodo.

The GeogSpace site comprises two major resource sections
— Core units and Support units.

Core units comprise illustrations of practice for stages of
schooling described in the Australian Curriculum: Geography.
The illustrations are provided for Years F-4, Years 5-6, Years
7-8 and Years 9-10.

The illustrations are designed to provide classroom-ready
ideas and resources that reflect the dynamism of Geography.
Each illustration is linked to the curriculum and provides
opportunities for students to actively engage in learning,
whether it be through undertaking class research, practical
activities, field investigations or through taking local action.

The Core units have three sections for each of the stages of
schooling:

1. Key understandings: the fundamental understandings
are articulated and illustrations of practice are developed
to model the understandings.

2. Inquiry and skills: the key inquiry and skills for the stage
are articulated and illustrations of practice are developed
to model the skills.

3. Exemplars: learning activities have been designed as
illustrations of practice, directly linked into the content
descriptions of the curriculum.

Qe Qrin @@ v EEDNOPO

C GeogSpace

/ Home e

Support units Australian Geography Teachers Association
Years F-4 Years 5-6 Years 7-8 Years 9-10

Core units » About

About core units

Core unit materials provide ilustrations of practice for the stages of schooling:
e YearsF-4
o Years 5-6

o Years7-8

o Years 910

Three sections provide illustrations of classroom-ready ideas and resources linked to the F~10 Australian
Curriculum: Geography:

« 'Key understandings' provide illustrations of practice around the curriculum units and key themes for each
year level

« 'Inquiry and skills' support the geographical inquiry process emphasised in the new curriculum, linked to
specific curriculum content descriptions.

« 'Exemplars’ provide teachers with additional resources and illustrations of practice, linked to specific themes
and curriculum content descriptions.

14 Geography Bulletin Vol 45, No4 2013

ting the Australian Curriculum: Geography and the GeogSpace resources

Support units provide illustrations of practice designed
to support teachers' professional learning and provide
guidance, information and resources in eight areas of
geographical education:

1. Thinking geographically: illustrations to develop and
enrich the geographical imagination and exploring
vocabulary to adequately express the richness of
geographical concepts.

2. Why teach Geography?: illustrations to explore how
geographical studies help students to understand the
uniqueness of their own place, the world they live in and
their involvement within it.

3. Professional practice: illustrations to explore how
teachers can support students whose attitudes, abilities,
cultural backgrounds and preferred learning styles vary
greatly.

4. Fieldwork: illustrations to support the use of fieldwork as
a physical activity of “exploring Geography”.

5. ICTs in Geography: illustrations to promote the use of
geospatial technologies to support spatial thinking and
to make the acquisition of knowledge more efficient
and engaging.

6. Assessment in Geography: illustrations to support
teachers in understanding the standards, and how to
apply them in both planning and practice.

7. Language of Geography: illustrations to explore how
literacy learning practices that can be employed in the
Geography classroom.

8. Geographical inquiry: illustrations to show how
geographical inquiry can give students the opportunity
to actively engage in understanding their own place and
the world they live in.

O Qrin @@ e DG

@ Geog

/ Home / Coreunits / Australian Geography Teachers Associatiq

Thinking Whyteach  Professional
geographically  geography practice

Assessment Language Geographical
ingeography  of geography inquiry

About Fieldwork

Support units = ICTs in geography & Introduction

.
Introduction

In this 215t century, the use of modern information and communication technologies (ICTs) has greatly
enhanced the excitement of geographical leaming. This includes the use of communication networks,
computers, software, digital data storage and audiovisual systems. Students can benefit greatly from
appropriate use of ICTs, particularly geospatial technologies which support spatial thinking and also
make the acquisition of knowledge more efficient and engaging.

llustrations of practice materials provided are:

* Overview

 lllustration 1: Simple geospatial technologies

« llustration 2: Data visualisation

« llustration 3: Interactive geospatial technologies

« llustration 4 Intermediate geospatial

It is anticipated GeogSpace will continue to grow and
become even more interactive and comprehensive as it
reflects the dynamism of geographical education in the 21
Century. AGTA welcomes feedback about the GeogSpace
site and resources and looks forward for the resource to

be used across Australia, as it is intended, to support the
implementation of the curriculum. Feel free to advertise in
any way possible amongst your colleagues interested in



http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/overview/core-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/supporting-units/overview/supporting-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/overview/core-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/f-4/f4-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/years-5-6/y5-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/years-7-8/y7-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/years-7-8/y7-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/years-9-10/y9-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/core-units/overview/core-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/supporting-units/overview/supporting-overview.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/thinking-geographically/tg-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/why-teach-geography/wtg-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/professional-practice/pp-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/fieldwork/fi-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/ict-in-geography/ig-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/assessment-in-geography/aig-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/language-of-geography/log-introduction.html
http://www.geogspace.edu.au/support-units/geographical-inquiry/gi-introduction.html
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teaching the Australian Curriculum: Geography and “learn”
about modern Geography in schools (flyer below, available
on the GTAV site at www.gtav.asn.au.

GeogSpace

wwWww.geogspace.edu.au

Free online - quality Australian resources for
supporting the teaching of the recently published
ACARA Australian Curriculum: Geography

GengSpace has been designed to provide matenals to
BUPPOMt primMary and sacondary teachsrs to Implement the
AUEtralian CUprcUIum: GeograpiTy.

Geogspacs nas been cevelopsed by a team of

teachens

GeogSpace offers quality primary and secondary geograpiy
reanurce materals for ail teachars of geograpny, inciuding
thoss that are very axpenanced and thoss Just commancing
thelr INvolvemeant in gecgraphical sducation.
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Contact your ooal geography teachar assoclation (GTA) for Informiaticn an
professioral lsarming opparunbics Inyour stata.

The AGETA sfta at wss agin.een.ou [rovdes oontast dotals for your looal G

and othar usatul irformation relovant 1o tha taaching of thi Austrolan Currioukame
Geagraphy

Ring 0401 123 SF2 T you have any questions regarding the work of AGTA

Contact tha AGTA Chalr, Malcom Molnarmay [mon ning@ohariot n ety for information on
the Implamantation of tha Australan Cumiculum: Geography.

Echooation A resource devalopad by he Ausiraiian

Soripe  Geography Teschers Associstion (AGTA) on
AlsToie  bBemalr of Educstion Ssrvices Austrofis

Opportunities and risks

As with any new curriculum, there is a range of opportunities
and risks associated with the implementation of the
philosophy, ethos and content embodied in the new
curriculum. During the implementation stage, it is important
that we are cognisant of these opportunities and risks in order
to take advantage of and address them. Here is a brief précis
of just some of them.

Opportunities

Spatial technology

After years advocating for the use of spatial technology in
schools, the Australian Curriculum: Geography overtly refers
to the use of GIS and other spatial technologies as not only
desirable but as an expectation.

“In Geography, students develop ICT capability when they
locate, select, evaluate, communicate and share geographical
information using digital technologies and learn to use spatial
technologies.

From the General capabilities section of the ACARA Rationale
for Geography at www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
Geography/General-capabilities

Other important references to the use of spatial technology

is to be found throughout the Inquiry and Skills strand, in

the geographical level of inquiry titled: collecting, recording,
evaluating and representing. For example from Year 6 onwards
one of the content descriptions for this inquiry level is:

“Represent the spatial distribution of geographical
phenomena by constructing special purpose maps that
conform to cartographic conventions, using spatial
technologies as appropriate.”

Foundation to Year 10 at www.australiancurriculum.edu.
au/Geography/Curriculum/F-10

Such an overt reference to the use of spatial technology

in the document is an important adjunct to our efforts to
use the modern technology of Geography in Geography
classrooms. Whilst an opportunity, for this expectation to not
be a risk to the teaching of the curriculum, considerable time
and effort needs to put into building the capacity of teachers
to meaningfully use spatial technology. What the curriculum
has done is give a green light for such work!

Fieldwork

As have all GTAs across Australia, the GTAV has been a strong
advocate of fieldwork as an important and integral part of
Geography. Whilst cautious in mandating fieldwork, the
curriculum does make overt reference to fieldwork as an
important activity if a school intends to conduct quality
geographical education.

“They conduct fieldwork, map and interpret data and spatial
distributions, and use spatial technologies.”

From the Rational of the curriculum at www.
australiancurriculum.edu.au/Geography/Rationale

Although it is somewhat disappointing that fieldwork is not
specifically mentioned in the content descriptions in the
Inquiry and Skills strand, fieldwork is implied in year level
Content Descriptions and Elaborations in most years. For
example:

“Evaluate sources for their reliability, bias and usefulness, and
represent multi-variable data in a range of appropriate forms,
for example, scatter plots, tables, field sketches and annotated
diagrams, with and without the use of digital and spatial
technologies.

Year 9 content description
" interpreting and creating maps such as flow and choropleth
maps, or plans for specific purposes, for example, a bushfire
management plan mapping geographical data using spatial

technologies, the location of recent bushfires in Australia, or
information they have collected through fieldwork.”

Year 5 elaboration

It is also worth noting that fieldwork was implicit in the 2011
Shape Paper for the curriculum with statements such as:

“The Australian Curriculum: Geography will involve field work at
all stages, as this is an essential core component of geographical
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learning. Field work is any study undertaken outside the
classroom, and could be within the school grounds, around the
neighbouring streets, or in more distant locations.”

Shape of the Australian Curriculum: Geography
January 2011, page 15

www.acara.edu.au/verve/_resources/Shape_of_the_Australian_Curriculum_
Geography.pdf

Inquisitive inquiry

As geographers, we are keen to nurture the inquisitiveness
of students so that they can develop an understanding of
the geographical world for themselves. Such inquisitiveness
and questioning is an important component of the inquiry
approach, an approach strongly embedded and enunciated
in the curriculum through the structure and content of the
Inquiry and Skills strand. As is stated in the curriculum:

“Geography uses an inquiry approach to assist students to

make meaning of their world. It teaches them to respond to
questions in a geographically distinctive way, plan an inquiry;
collect, evaluate, analyse and interpret information; and suggest
responses to what they have learned.”

The Rationale at
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Geography/Rationale

“Geography aims to ensure that students develop the capacity
to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical
inquiry methods and skills.”

Aim Number 4 of the curriculum at
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Geography/Aims

Such an integrated focus on geographical inquiry, as
developed in the new curriculum, lends great support to
quality, student-centred geographical learning and should be
a useful guide to the nature of the pedagogy employed in the
teaching Geography.

Community perceptions of Geography

The curriculum also provides the opportunity to challenge
a community (and educationalist to a lesser degree)
perception of Geography as just about maps and studying
the landscape. Whilst this is part of geographical studies,
geographers know that the discipline and its concepts are
much richer and all-encompassing. The study of human
Geography, with all its relevance to the lives of students,

is evident in the content descriptions of the curriculum

and across the curriculum through the critical and creative
thinking, ethical understanding, intercultural understanding
and personal and social general capabilities of the curriculum.
The extent of geographical learning is also enhanced by
the cross-curriculum priorities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders’histories, Asia and Australia's engagement with
Asia and Sustainability. As a holistic and integrated subject,
the coverage of all these cross-curriculum capabilities

and priorities in Geography is impressive and should be
recognised as not only a strength of our subject in schools
but also an opportunity to educate the community on the
nature and value of Geography in the curriculum.
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Engaging with primary schools and others requiring
professional learning in Geography

The inclusion of Geography as a subject in the Australian
Curriculum has provided the opportunity for it to be

taught throughout the primary years, requiring all teachers

in primary schools to engage with the discipline. Such

a requirement is unprecedented and will provide the
opportunity for Geography associations such as the GTAV to
conduct professional learning with primary teachers —a long-
time "Holy Grail"for GTAs. Already we are seeing an increase
in the number of primary (and secondary) teachers attending
Geography conferences and professional learning activities.

There will also be demand for professional learning from
secondary teachers. Many Humanities/SOSE teachers will also
need to revisit their knowledge and skills of Geography as
they engage with the more discipline-based and conceptual
Geography Curriculum. AGTA, and all GTAs are presently
working on ways to meet the demand of providing quality
professional learning. As mentioned earlier, GeogSpace has
been developed to provide professional learning materials
for teachers from F—10. This opportunity is quite a challenge,
but one that must be met if we are to see quality Geography
taught in our schools in response to the new curriculum.

Risks

Professional learning requirements

The demand for professional learning - to develop the
capacity of teachers to teach the new curriculum as

a discipline — needs to be met if we are to translate a
theoretically good curriculum into a quality curriculum

in application. All aspects of the curriculum need to be
translated into practice to ensure that students receive a
Geography education of the highest quality. This will involve
teachers looking beyond the content descriptions as a
checklist of teaching activities and to see that the curriculum
has the potential to be intellectually challenging, dynamic,
engaging and relevant to all students.

To do so, teachers need to be familiar and confident with the:
concepts of the curriculum
demands of the inquiry process and skills strands
use of spatial technologies
requirements to conduct fieldwork
general capabilities
nature of the achievement standards
cross-curriculum priorities specific to the Geography
curriculum.

Only when then these areas are addressed will teachers have
the confidence to develop engaging pedagogy to motivate
students to learn Geography.

Communicating with jurisdictions and schools

There is a need to work with jurisdictions and schools to
ensure that the curriculum is taught with discipline rigour
as Geography and not lost through the expediency of
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integration with other subjects. In primary schools, it is very
likely that there will be a need for connection with other
learning areas. In fact, as the curriculum was developed,
writers were required to "keep an eye on"the four learning
areas already published. Hence, water is a topic in Year 7
Geography because water is also a topic in Year 7 Science.
However, discussions are required with jurisdictions and
schools to emphasise that the Australian Curriculum:
Geography has been written as a discipline and that there is a
requirement to engage with the knowledge, understandings,
concepts, skills and inquiry processes specific to the
Geography curriculum. Only through such a treatment of
the curriculum can schools ensure that they are addressing
the achievement standards appropriately and adequately

so that they can report to parents with veracity on student
achievement. Without these discussions and consideration of
the issues of appropriate processes of curriculum connection
and geographical pedagogy, the quality of the teaching,
assessing and reporting is at the risk of being seriously
compromised in schools, despite the fact that a quality
curriculum has been developed.

The compulsory years

In some states, it has not been compulsory to teach
Geography at Years 9 and 10. Despite the best efforts of
AGTA and GTAs across Australia to lobby for these years of
Geography to be compulsory, it remains a decision of the
jurisdiction and/or schools in most states. This situation is
quite a risk for the future of senior school Geography in our
schools. It is important that all students study Geography to
Year 10 — a level of greater sophistication in learning - to help
them make informed decisions as they select their senior
school subjects. This situation is further exacerbated by the
fact that if the subject is not compulsory, students will miss
out on some critical geographical learning in relation to
agriculture (Year 9 Biomes and Food security), development
(Year 10 Geographies of human well-being) and sustainability
(Year 10 Environmental change and management) by not

having the requirement of studying Year 9 and 10 Geography.
These topics are all critical aspects of developing students to be
“as informed, responsible and active citizens who can contribute
to the development of an environmentally and economically
sustainable and socially just world”. (Aim 5 of the curriculum).

The capacity to deliver professional learning

The final risk relates to the capacity of AGTA and GTAs to
deliver professional learning. AGTA has helped ACARA write
the curriculum and has developed the GeogSpace resources
to support the curriculum, but how do we provide professional
learning across Australia to the thousands of teachers requiring
some degree of support as they engage with the curriculum?
Unfortunately, over the years, jurisdictions have generally
withdrawn from subject-based professional learning on the
scale required. AGTA and the GTAs are actively working with
jurisdictions, publishers, private providers, universities, Royal
Geographical Societies and Geography-related industries to
develop a strategy to deliver quality professional learning to
teachers across Australia. This work is only commencing and,

if not successful, there may be a risk that our goals of seeing
this new curriculum reinvigorate Geography in our schools
may be challenged. From my knowledge of the passion and
commitment of the Geography community, | am sure this risk is
minimal.

Conclusion

With the curriculum written and the resources online, AGTA
and the GTAV are turning attention to providing professional
learning to develop the capacity of teachers to deliver the
curriculum. We are now embarking on a process commenced
back in 2006 to reinvigorate and grow Geography in Australian
schools — a process to enable Geography to take its rightful
place as a critical subject for young people to learn. | am
confident that the work of geographers across Australia during
the writing of the Australian Curriculum: Geography and
developing the GeogSpace resources will be truly worthwhile.

Reports

Articles

Geographical Education -
Volume 26, 2013

Chair of Director’s Annual Report 2013 — Malcom Mclnerney
Empowering the Next Generation to Make their Own World — Nick Hutchinson

World Views, A Story About how the World Works: Their Significance in the Australian
Curriculum: Geography — Nick Hutchinson

Who Hung the Humanities — David Lambert

Introducing National Curriculum Geography to Australia’s Primary Schools:
Lessons from England’s Experience — Simon Catling

Building Geography's New Frontier: Implementing the Australian Curriculum
Geography — Ken Purnell

Australian Geography Teachers Association — www.agta.asn.au/Resources
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PTC NSW in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade -
Australian Aid to support the integration of a global perspective across the curriculum

Q GLOBAL  #&= AR
Australian Government
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

A COUNCILNSW

An invitation to join the Global Education Project NSW

SCHOOLS NETWORK PROGRAM

Government, Catholic and Independent schools in New South Wales
are invited to join the Global Education Schools Network Program.

The Global Education Schools Network Program (GESNP) develops dynamic
communities of learning. This program assists teachers to integrate a global
perspective in their classroom practice to address the BOSNSW syllabuses.

Teaching with a global perspective broadens students’ outlook to become active,
involved citizens of the global community. There are five global education
learning emphases. They are: interdependence and globalisation; identity and
cultural diversity; social justice and human rights; peace building and conflict
resolution; and sustainable futures.

Benefits of the GESNP include:

V" a seeding grant for schools new to the program
v a free resource kit
v free professional learning events

v" support from the school and wider school community, regional ‘Hub’
leaders, and the GE Project NSW team

v funding for ‘Hub’ leaders

v" administration funding

v a strong network of cross sectoral communities of learning across NSW
v opportunities to participate in study tours to the Asia/Pacific regions

v" Global Education Project Grants

Membership is free for all schools in NSW

The online application form can be located here, or download a copy
and forward to:

GESNP Membership Application

PO Box 577, Leichhardt NSW 2040

Global Education Project NSW — www.ptc.nsw.edu.au, click on Global Education
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— the new Australian Curriculum

John Butler, 0AM

At last! We have a marvellous, new opportunity to interest young children - the Australian
Curriculum: Geography has now been published. Now there is a carefully formulated
curriculum for Geography from Foundation to Year 10.

The Australian Curriculum: Geography reflects a huge amount
of research, analysis, consultation and imagination to produce
not only a structure for teaching Geography, but also plenty
of ideas and inspiration. It encourages teachers to think about
methodology, learning, and standards of achievement. But,
best of all, it is stimulating and exciting! It contains so much

of the geography that is appropriate for younger children and
taps into their interests while at the same time extending their
understanding of the world.

The AGTA GeogSpace Project

To provide teachers with support with the new curriculum, the
Australian Geography Teachers' Association (AGTA) has been
involved in developing the GeogSpace project with Education
Services Australia (ESA). It has resulted in a comprehensive

set of materials available freely online as a support for
implementing the new curriculum. It contains material of all
kinds on teaching Geography as well as specific exemplars on
every level of the curriculum from Foundation to Year 10. More
details of GeogSpace are given later in this article.

Progression through the years

In the Australian Curriculum: Geography there is a clearly
labelled progression through the primary years, from
Foundation to Year 6. It is visible in the key ideas shown below:

Foundation Year - People live in places

Year 1 - Places have distinctive features

Year 2 - People are connected to many places
Year 3 - Places are both similar and different
Year 4 - The earth’'s environment sustains all life

Year 5 - Features that shape the human and environmental
characteristics of places

Year 6 - A diverse and connected world.

As can be seen from these statements, there is a progression
in complexity from a simple understanding of places that are
close and well-known through the comparisons and contrasts
of places to the consideration of the Earth's environment and
the diversity within the whole world.

This does not mean that children only look at local examples
in the early years. The curriculum recognises that children find
fascination in far-off places, and that they want to inquire into
these just as much (and sometimes more) as they want to
know about the place in which they live.

A feature of the Australian Curriculum: Geography that
teachers and parents will appreciate is that there is an attempt
to prevent the wasteful and boring repetition of examples
and case studies which has bedevilled teaching in some
school situations. For example, in Year 4 there is an emphasis
on Africa and South America, in Year 5 it is Europe and North
America, and in Year 6 it is Asia. This does not mean that

other places cannot be taught, and it does not mean that the
approach to Geography is regional; it just means that there is
a structure to help teachers organise their teaching.

Progressive methodology

The primary years of the Australian Curriculum: Geography are
clearly based on an understanding of children’s development
through these years. In the supporting AGTA GeogSpace
material, there is also a clear pattern of choosing exemplars
which use methodology appropriate to each of the
developmental levels.

In the Foundation Year, much of the children’s learning is
done through play-based activities. Hands-on techniques are
commonly used, as are children’s toys and role-play activities.
The two illustrations (exemplars) in GeogSpace for this level
are: Making a model of a place like mine and Mental maps of
home and school. Figure 1 is a photograph of a model town as
in the first illustration for this level.

Fig 1: A model town made with toys

In Years 1 and 2, children can learn the basic skills of

maps through drawing sketch maps and looking at maps
associated with stories. They can manage simple observations
and recordings of things they see in the school-yard. Globes
and maps of the world should be used often. All of these can
be used in simple inquiry activities. The two illustrations in
GeogSpace for Year 1 are: My place (using sketch maps and
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taking photographs) and Investigating the weather (using
simple recording charts). For Year 2 they are: Our place on
the globe (using the globe creatively) and Mapping world
interconnections (family, travel, media, possessions).

Fig 2: Orienting a globe to show day and night, and the length and direction
of a shadow at Adelaide

By Years 3 and 4, children will be able to use maps and
resources of different kinds, and make deeper inquiries into all
kinds of questions. They are able to work together in groups
to produce results, and have the skills of reading and writing
needed to be developed in depth and breadth in all subjects.
The two illustrations in GeogSpace for Year 3 are: Making your
own atlas (making a personal or group selection of maps of
Australia) and Children in different places (a drama activity
which uses 16 role cards about children in neighboring
countries). In Year 4 they are: Habitats for animals — an inquiry
(beginning with a child’s favourite animals) and The GeoSix
and the swamp monster (an interactive story about pollution
and waste.

Fig 3: An excerpt from ‘The GeoSix and the swamp monster’ in GeogSpace

The GeoSix and the swamp monster

Chapter One
‘My sneakers are ruined!’

Sophie was horrified as she stared at her sneakers. They
were covered in thick purple slime.

‘How did that happen?’asked Antonia.

‘I was walking across the vacant block where we always
walk, but something has happened there. You know that
there is always rubbish there, but today there seemed to
be slime o0ozing from the ground, and the rain has turned
the block into a swamp!
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‘Perhaps there is a swamp monster there!’said Joshua, |
would like to see a black speckled swamp monster with
breath so poisonous that it gives off a horrible smelll’

‘No, said Hannah, ‘there is no such thing as a swamp
monster — at least not in our town! | wonder if somebody
has dumped some horrible goo there?’

"Let’s find out what has happened! said Jonty.

The others agreed. The six cousins had already had a

few adventures together, and they called themselves

the GeoSix because they particularly liked adventures
related to the geography of their surroundings. They were
pleased to have a new challenge.

At this point you might think about be the causes other
than a swamp monster for the slime and the smell.

In the upper primary years of 5 and 6, fieldwork activities in
the local area and further away can be done, ICT can be used
as a major source of information and a method of creating
maps. Children can be asked to assess current situations and
suggest improvements, and group interaction can be used
to promote deeper and clearer thinking. To support these
methodologies, the GeogSpace illustrations for Year 5 are:
The GeoSix and the bushfire (another interactive story using
children of Year 5 age) and Planning your local place (an
issue-based activity using fieldwork and beyond). For Year

6 the illustrations are: Using geography thought-provokers
(a set of cards with statements which have to be evaluated
for relevance) and Using your computer to discover an
unequal world (an introduction to using Worldmapper and
Gapminder)

Fig 4: Excerpt from a thought-provoker card in GeogSpace

Thought-provoker question 2:
Why are many of my clothes made in
China?

Read the following statements carefully. All of them
are factually correct, but not all of them are relevant to
answering the question.

When you have read the question:
select those statements that are relevant
put them in a logical order
then use them to write an answer to the question.

China is the largest producer of cotton in the world.
China has about 7,500 companies producing cotton cloth.

The growing of cotton needs large amounts of irrigation
water.

Xinjiang is China’s largest cotton producing area.
China is Australia’s largest trading partner.

Australia exports mainly coal, iron ore and natural gas to
China.
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China has a long tradition of clothing manufacture.

Workers in Chinese factories are generally paid less than those
in Australian factories.

Australia has good relations with China.

Many famous European and USA clothing labels use Chinese
factories to make their garments.

China has a population of 1.3 billion people.

China has had a ‘one-child’ policy since the 1980s.

China has one of the world's fastest growing economies.
China has the world’s largest number of mobile phone users.
China is a low-cost manufacturing country

The inquiry approach

Within these examples there are many mentions of inquiry
because this is one of the key approaches in the curriculum.
The use of inquiry for effective learning is explained in
Teaching Primary Geography Australian Schools (a new book
commissioned and endorsed by AGTA) as:

There is good evidence that, in a number of situations,
enquiry can be particularly advantageous, such as:

in developing observation and investigative skills when
working out of the classroom, particularly for very young
children;

when employing increasingly complex questions to
develop children’s geographical understanding;

where the children are involved in generating an enquiry
through their own questions because it is relevant and
meaningful to them and their lives;

when children are involved in real-world enquiries, linked
to their own environment, involving engaging fieldwork,
analysing and using the results, e.g. to run a‘public enquiry’
where they work collaboratively, and express their own
feelings, attitudes and views;

being provided with opportunities to articulate their
preferred future for a development and to have their say in
determining what places should look like;

using enquiry skills to investigate what is not always
immediately obvious and so look for the interconnections
between seemingly disparate issues and link them
together to gain a more holistic and coherent
understanding - this has the bonus of stimulating their
curiosity and encouraging them to find out more.

(extract from page 85 of Teaching Primary Geography for Australian Schools
by Simon Catling, Tessa Willy, John Butler 2013)

In the Australian Curriculum: Geography, the inquiry approach
is described as progressing through the following actions:

observing, questioning and planning

collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
interpreting, analysing and concluding
communicating

reflecting and responding.

This process is similar to that outlined in the Australian
Curriculum: Science, and Australian Curriculum: History. For
the teacher of primary years, this gives a unity to connections
within the curriculum as a whole.

Having fun with Geography

The world is full of amazing contrasts. It is not hard to come
up with a list of dozens of spectacular landforms, city sights,
weather phenomena, different cultures, and human activities.
This fascinating world is what we are trying to bring into the
classroom, so that each child finds particularly interesting
things which stimulate further inquiry.

To achieve this, it is essential to make the Geography lessons
in primary school enjoyable, so that children develop

a positive attitude to them. Fortunately the learning of
Geography lends itself to the incorporation of plenty of
activities which are enjoyable to children as well as being
effective vehicles of learning. These include games, songs,
atlas and map games, quizzes, drawing pictures for a purpose,
role playing, thinking games and group activities.

In addition to these, the range of methods that are common
to all Geography teaching and learning can be employed as
children progress through the primary years. These include

all kinds of fieldwork, map drawing, map using, ICT map
creation, surveys, model-making, observations, problem
solving, creative thinking and decision-making. This variety of
learning activities is an essential part of Geography, and is also
sound pedagogy in that it caters for different learning styles.

Fig 5: Making a model of a savanna landscape, with toy animals and cut-outs

Help for the Primary
Teacher

As well as the illustrations of
practice described on the
GeogSpace website, there

are sections on teaching the
key understandings, the skills
and the inquiries of all levels
of geography, and a more
general section with help on
ICT, fieldwork, assessment, and
five other aspects of Geography
teaching.

AGTA has also commissioned
and endorsed Teaching Primary
Geography for Australian
Schools, which is based on a

UK resource for teachers, but
has been adapted and updated
for use with the new Australian
Curriculum: Geography.

No doubt there will be much more material from publishers,
associations and individuals published in the next year,

but clearly there are already diverse resources available to
support and encourage teachers of Primary Geography.
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Three Gorges Dam Source: http://www.asianinfrastructure.com/media/media-news/news-thumb/100728/threegorgesdamflloding.jpg

Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia priority in the Australian Curriculum provides a
regional context for learning in all areas of the Geography curriculum. It reflects Australia’s
extensive engagement with Asia socially, culturally, politically, and economically.

A. WHAT ENCOMPASSES ASIA?

Asia can be defined in geographical terms, but it can also
be described in terms of cultural, religious, historical and
language boundaries or commonalities.

While it includes West and Central Asia, in Australian schools
studies of Asia will pay particular attention to the sub-regions
of:

North-east Asia, including China, Mongolia, Japan, North
Korea, South Korea and Taiwan

South-east Asia, including Indonesia, Myanmar (Burma),
Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, Vietnam, Laos, East
Timor, the Philippines and Cambodia

South Asia, including India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives

Source: http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/CrossCurriculumPriorities/
Asia-and-Australias-engagement-with-Asia

B. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The AEF website provides students with a variety of online
data display software to investigate and present information
about countries of the Asia region. Country-specific data and
interactive maps and graphs aim to achieve an appreciation
for the diversity of the countries that make up Asia.
www.asiaeducation.edu.au

Geographical skills such as maps, photographs, satellite
images, graphs, tables and statistics helps students develop
an understanding of Asia using digital software to research
and present information on the diversity of the Asia region.
Inquiry process

Where is Asia?

What countries make up Asia?

How has Asia changed over time?

\What are the connections between Australia and Asia?
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Resources

Satellite map of countries in Asia Was Asia bigger than
you thought?
http//www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum_resources/
geography/year_6_seeing_beyond_asia/location_of_
countries_in_asia.html

Worldmapper Compare the regions that comprise Asia
on this map and the countries on your hard copy map of
Asia. http://sasi.group.shef.ac.uk/worldmapper/display.
php?selected=1

Watch the video by Hans Rosling called 200 Countries,

200 Years, 4 Minutes. Watch the rise of Asia
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum_resources/
geography/year_6_seeing_beyond_asia/200_
countries_200_years_4_minutes.htm|

Activities

1.

Draw mind maps. Draw a mind map of Asia. This
website provides examples of mind maps
http://learningfundamentals.com.au/resources/

How to speed your mind mapping: Tricks of the trade
http://learningfundamentals.com.au/blog/how-to-
speed-up-your-mind-mapping-tricks-of-the-trade/

Design an infographic Infographics collate information
that is visually pleasing and understandable. It could be
used to assess a topic http://www.schrockguide.net/
infographics-as-an-assessment.html

C.YEAR 7 DAMMING THE YANGTSE AT THREE

GORGES

Asia Education Foundation website

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum_
resources/geography/year_7_damming_the_
yangtze_at_three_gorges/year_7_damming_the_
yangtze_landing_page.html

Key focus questions:

What impact has the Three Gorges Dam had on
the people and the environment?

What are the most significant human and
environmental impacts of the Three Gorges Dam?

How can information be visually presented to
effectively communicate your ideas?

Teacher notes

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum_
resources/geography/year_7_damming_the_
yangtze_at_three_gorges/year_7_damming_the_
yangtze_teacher_notes.html
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Three Gorges Dam during construction. .
Source: http.//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_Gorges_dam.jpg

Introduction

The Watchers website contain articles on watching the world
evolve and transform. The article noted that the The Three
Gorges Dam is a hydroelectric dam that spans the Yangtze
River by the town of Sandouping, located in the Yiling District
of Yichang, in Hubei province, China. The Three Gorges Dam is
the world'’s largest capacity hydroelectric power station with
a total generating capacity of 18,200 MW!

Source: http://thewatchers.adorraeli.com/2011/06/03/china-admits-three-
gorges-dam-has-urgent-problems-as-drought-persists/

1. Infographic
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2. China’s Three Gorges Dam
The world's largest hydroelectric project.
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Environmental impact

Threatened species: | Landmarks: Scenic | Farmland: About

Include Yangtze deep gorges, about | 60,500 acres
dolphin, Chinese 1,000 archaeclogical | (24,500 ha) of
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Source: http://media.mcclatchydc.com/smed
ia/2007/10/11/17/723-20060518_CHINADAM-153 large.prod_affiliate.91.jpg

3. Satellite: Changes to Yangtse River 1987-2006

November:2006

Source: http://thewatchers.adorraeli.com/2011/06/03/china-admits-three-
gorges-dam-has-urgent-problems-as-drought-persists/

4. Aerial photographs illustrating change over
time

Source: http://www1.american.edu/ted/ICE/china-dam-impact.html

5. Longitudinal profile of the Yangtse River
upstream

Longitudinal Profile of the Yangtze River upsteam
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source: http://thewatchers.adorraeli.com/2011/06/03/china-admits-three-
gorges-dam-has-urgent-problems-as-drought-persists/

6. Diagram: Changes in water levels during
drought of 2011

The Three Gorges Dam, the world’s largest hydropower
project, hit by worst drought in Central China in 50 years.
Water was discharged from the dam to ease the drought.

WATER LEVEL IN THE THREE GORGES DAM

June to August Early next year

Ideai?-. rain will increase the water level of the dam to Water will be gradually discharged. falling to
the 175-meter mark in the flooding season. 145 meters, for drought relief and flood control.

175 meters
Water capacity
designed for
the dam

145 meters
‘Water level to maintain the
water level of the upstream
area for safe water
transport

Currently, in the situation of dm:ght. the water level stands at less than 1517 meters, and the dam may be
forced to lower the level below 145 meters for drought control,

Source: China Daity CHINA DRILY

Source: http://thewatchers.adorraeli.com/2011/06/03/china-admits-three-
gorges-dam-has-urgent-problems-as-drought-persists/
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7.Photograph 2011 Drought

‘A man walks on a river shoal, which appeared after the water
level of the Yangtze River declined, as the city of Wuhan is
seen in the background, in Wuhan, Hubei province May 26,
2011.The worst drought to hit central China in half a century
has brought water levels in some of the country’s biggest
hydropower producing regions to critical levels and could
exacerbate electricity shortages over the summer. (REUTERS)’

Source: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/three-gorges-and-a-
myriad-of-doubts/article546562/

8. Environmental-conflict link dynamics

The image provides a visual simplified representation of the
complex issues surround the Three Gorges Dam
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9. Infographic - When dams pollute

WHEN DAMS POLLUTE

WhatimaKeswIgriamssoxlirty?,

Dam reservoirs are a significant source of global greenhouse

gas pollution, including the very dirty gas, methane.

The warming impact of tropical reservoirs can be much
higher than even the dirtiest fossil-fuel power plants.

Source http://www.internationalrivers.org/blogs/252/infographic-when-
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Three Gorges Dam during construction. Source: Wikimedia Commons
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Activities
Refer to 1
Describe the Three Gorges Dam story. Explain why the
infographic is a simplification
Refer to 2
- Where if the Dam located?
What were the effects of the dam on people?
How has the dam changed the landscape?
- What were the environmental impacts?
Refer to 3 and 4
Discuss changes to the Yangtse River
Refer to 5

- How many dams on the Yangste upstream from the Three
Gorges Dam

- How do dams impact on aquatic species?

Refer to 6 and 7
Read The Watcher's article on China admits Three Gorges

Dam has ‘urgent problems’ as drought persists — http://
thewatchers.adorraelicom/2011/06/03/china-admits-three-
gorges-dam-has-urgent-problems-as-drought-persists/

Explain the problems of drought on the Three Gorges
Dam

- Describe the changes on the water level in Three Gorges
Dam

Discuss the problems of sedimentation

- Explain the problems of the dam located on a seismic
fault and area prevalent to landslides

Refer to 8

Describe the positive and negative effects of the Three
Gorges Dam. Refer to environmental and social issues —
http://www1.american.edu/ted/ICE/china-dam-impact.html

Referto 9

Discuss environmental problems generated by dams. Present
findings as a word|

o
&

. AGTA Conference

. GeoCareers

. State Association Reports
see what’s happening
around the country...

December Issue of the AGTA News is now available - www.agta.asn.au
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Sandy’s Tours

Newsletter 1
November 2013

Hi Travellers,
Welcome to the first newsletter for Sandy’s Tours!

As many of you will know, | am stepping into the large shoes (in more ways than one) of Colin Sale, who
has led more than 50 tours over 25 years for the Geographical Society of NSW. Having travelled with Colin
on many of these tours, | have come to know many of you, and hope that | will be able to continue to
offer interesting and affordable tours to less visited parts of the world.

our first tour will be to South Korea and Mongolia in June/July 2014. This tour will take in

the bustling capital Seoul, then cross to the east coast to Mount Seoraksan National Park and the North
Korean border before turning inland to travel through the highlands with their natural beauty and

heritage sites. Then it’'s on to Busan where our visit will include the UN Memorial Cemetery before
spending several days exploring Jeju Island with its amazing volcanic landscapes. In complete contrast,
travel in Mongolia will include Gobi desert landscapes (sand dunes, canyons and cliffs), as well as the
wide, open steppes. The tour highlight will be the colourful Mongolian Naadam Festival. We will see
traditional Mongolian wrestling and horse racing close up in the small town of Kharkhorin in the beautiful
Orkhon Valley; then return to Ulaanbaatar for the State Naadam Festival opening ceremony at the Central
Stadium and view archery and wrestling. We will complete the tour with some relaxation in the
picturesque Terelj National Park.
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There are still some places available on this tour. If you would like a brochure, please
go to either of the websites listed at the end of this newsletter to download it, or
email me.

More photos from my reconnaissance trip to Mongolia and some from South Korea
are available at: http://www.sandysmithphotos.com/apps/photos/. (Sorry, but this

trip is not on the blogsite.)

Ethiopia and Oman in September/October 2014 will be our second tour. Following the

success of Colin’s tour to Ethiopia this year, we are keen to offer this again, however we will follow the 18
days in Ethiopia with 10 days in Oman with the theme: ‘In Search of the Queen of Sheba’.

Northern Ethiopia is rich in history and culture with amazing churches, hewn from solid rock.
Our travel into Southern Ethiopia will take us to the tribal heartland of the country.
In the capital, Addis Ababa, we will visit the famous Fistula Hospital run by Australian Dr Catherine

Hamlin, and end with the colourful Meskel Festival in the main city square.

During this year’s tour of Ethiopia we maintained a blog with text (by Heather) and photos (by me). If you
would like to see more, go to www.sanheath.blogspot.com. Next year’s tour will follow a similar itinerary.

Oman, the ‘Jewel of Arabia’, presents a blend of Arabian cultures. Rather than describing in words, take
13 minutes to watch this YouTube video from Oman: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=le cda57tjk

Highlights of our tour will include:
e Muscat, Oman’s capital, a modern city with beautiful gardens, fascinating sougs and ancient forts.
e a3 4WD safari to scenic wadis with sunset views and overnight in a desert camp
e aday cruise from Khasab into Oman'’s fiords (yes, fiords!!)
e travel extending from the northernmost tip to the southern coast of the country

The brochure for this will be available in March, after my visit to Oman in February. However | have a
draft version of the itinerary. If you would like me to send it to you, then please email me.
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Plans for 2015:

o West Coast Africa cruise (April 2015)

At about 5 weeks it will be our longest tour yet. Starting from Cape Town, we will make day trips into a
dozen or more west coast African countries. We will travel on a small cruise ship - just over 100
passengers. Warning: It will be expensive - but what a tour! Start putting aside for it now!

e Japan in Autumn (October/November 2015)

We all know about Japan’s cherry blossoms but following my year living in Japan | know that it’s autumn
that presents the most stunning scenery and colour.

o Eastern Europe: Romania, Moldova and Ukraine (2015 or 2016)

Explore the least known corner of Europe.

Blogsite update:

Many of you will be familiar with our blogsite which has documented in words and images our travels
since 2006. Most of these tours have been Geographical Society of NSW tours led by Colin. We are
currently updating the website, in particular to make it easier to navigate through past travel diaries. To
view the travel diary for any of these tours please visit our blog at www.sanheath.blogspot.com.

Endnotes:

e On Monday December 2" 1 will be attending the Annual Dinner of the Geographical Society of

NSW. | hope to meet many of the members of the Society but also look forward to seeing Colin
Sale awarded his well-earned Life Membership.

Where’s Heather?, | hear you ask. Right here, working quietly and efficiently, as always! She will
be travelling with us as my assistant.

Happy to hear from you regarding your ideas for future tours or with expressions of interest for
those mentioned above, or any other comments.

e Please forward this newsletter to your friends who might like to join our tours.

Sandy Smith
Tours Manager, ACR Travel
Email: sandy@acrtravel.com.au

Tours organised on behalf of: Travel Agent:

Thhe Geograplhicall
of New Welles

e Advancing gugraply in Naw Sauth Wales and thrasgghons Australia,

http://www.geogsoc.org.au www.acrtravel.com.au
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The Geography Teachers' Association of New South Wales (GTA) is
a not-for-profit, incorporated body that represents the professional
interests of Geography teachers in NSW and Geographical
Education more generally. The objectives of the Association are to
promote the study and teaching of geography in schools by:

providing professional learning opportunities for teachers of
Geography;

advocating the interests of Geography teachers on matters in
the State and National interest;

providing forums where teachers of Geography and the wider
community can exchange views;

supporting Geographical Education through the development

3ENEFITSIOFIGTAINSW MEMBERSHIP

online publication of the quarterly Geography Bulletin
a quality, peer-reviewed journal designed to serve the
contemporary interests of Geography teachers and students.

delivering Teacher Professional Learning Workshops and in
metropolitan and regional locations, focussing on current
issues, including in Global Education, the use of technology in
the classroom, research and fieldwork skills.

conducting an Annual Conference with keynote addresses
from leading geographers on contemporary and emerging
geographical issues as well as more practical sessions by
geographical practitioners.

hosting School Certificate and Higher School Certificate

and dissemination of geographical resources; and Reviews for teachers of Geography. These reviews are held in a

promoting geographical research and fieldwork. number of regional areas across the state.

For further information about GTA NSW activities and events go to:

The GTA seeks to address its objectives via a yearly program of
www.gtansw.org.au

activities and events, which include:

GTh) MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION FORM 2014

e graphy Teachers' Association ABN 59 246 850 128 — This form will become a tax invoice when completed, GST included.

of New South Wales Inc.

Please select ONE of the following membership options and complete the details

E Personal membership $90.00
Title - please tick: [1Dr L1 Mr [IMrs [IMs  [IMiss  Other: oo

Surame: Given Name(s):
Home address: Postcode: ...
Phone: (Mob) (Home) (Work)

Fax: Email:

@ Corporate membership $180.00

Title - please tick: [ Head of HSIE ] Head Teacher of Social Science [1Head Teacher of Geography
[[] Co-ordinator of Geography [ ]Senior Geography Teacher  []Librarian

School:

School address: Postcode: ...

School phone: School fax:

[l Concessional membership $40.00 [IRetiree [1Part-time teacher [JStudent (verification required)

Title - please tick: [1Dr LI Mr [Mrs [IMs  [IMiss  Other: e
Surame: Given Name(s):

Home address: Postcode: ...
Phone: (Mob) (Home) (Work)
Fax: Email:

School:

PAYMENT:
Membership is for twelve months commencing in January. If payment is made later in the year all back copies
of Geography Bulletin will be forwarded. A membership reminder will be sent in December.

Please make cheques payable to: Geography Teachers’ Association of NSW Inc

OR
Charge S, to my credit card:  [J Mastercard [] Visa
Card Number: / / / (1[5 Rm— VAR
Name on card: Signature:

Post this form and your payment to: GTA NSW, PO Box 577 Leichhardt, NSW 2040
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Editorial policy attempts to:

promote material which will assist the study and
teaching of geography

- encourage teachers to share their ideas on teaching
geography
provide a means by which teachers can publish articles

inform readers of developments in geographical
education

Articles are sought reflecting research and innovations in
teaching practices in schools. From time to time issues of
the Bulletin address specific themes.

Refereeing

All suitable manuscripts submitted to the Geography
Bulletin are subject to the process of review. The authors
and contributors alone are responsible for the opinions
expressed in their articles and while reasonable checks are
made to ensure the accuracy of all statements, neither the
editor nor the Geography Teachers’ Association of New
South Wales Inc accepts responsibility for statements or
opinions expressed herein.

Books for review should be sent to:

Mr John Lewis, Review Editor,
The GTA NSW Office

PO Box 577

Leichhardt NSW 2040

Deadlines for articles and advertising

Issue 1 -1 December Issue 2 -1 March
Issue 3 —1 May Issue4 -1 August

Notice to Advertisers

‘Geography Bulletin'welcomes advertisements concerning
publications, resources, workshops, etc. relevant to
geography education.

FULL PAGE (26 x 18cm) — $368.50
Special issues $649.00

HALF PAGE (18 x 13cm or 26 x 8.5cm) — $214.50
Special Issues $382.80

QUARTER PAGE (13 x 8.5cm or 18 x 6.5cm) — $132.00
Special issues $242.00

INSERTS (A4 supplied) — $374.00
All prices include GST

Advertising bookings should be directed to:

GTA NSW Office

Telephone: (02) 9716 0378

Fax: (02) 9564 2342

Email: gta.admin@ptc.nsw.edu.au
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ADVICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

1. Objective: The Geography Bulletin is the quarterly journal
of the New South Wales Geography Teachers' Association,
Inc. The role of the Geography Bulletin is to disseminate
up-to-date geographical information and to widen access
to new geographic teaching ideas and methods. Articles
of interest to teachers and students of geography in
both secondary and tertiary institutions are invited, and
contributions of factually correct, informed analyses, and
case studies suitable for use in secondary schools are
particularly welcomed.

2. Content: Articles, not normally exceeding 5000 words

(no minimum specification), should be submitted to the
Editor at the following address:
PO Box 577, Leichhardt, NSW. 2040

Articles are welcomed from tertiary and secondary
teachers, students, business and government
representatives. Articles may also be solicited from time
to time. Articles submitted will be evaluated according to
their ability to meet the objectives outlined above.

3. Format: Original in Word format on disk (or forwarded

electronically via email attachment) plus one hard copy
should be submitted. Tables should be on separate

pages, one per page, and figures should be clearly drawn,
one per page, in black on opaque paper suitable for
reproduction. Photographs should be in high resolution
digital format. An indication should be given in the text of
approximate location of tables, figures and photographs.
Every illustration needs a caption. Photographs, tables and
illustrations sourced from the internet must acknowledge
the source and have a URL link to the original context.

4. Title: The title should be short, yet clear and descriptive.

The author’s name should appear in full, together with a
full title of position held and location of employment.

5. Covering Letter: A covering letter, with return forwarding

address should accompany all submitted articles. If the
manuscript has been submitted to another journal, this
should be stated clearly.

6. Photo of Contributor: Contributors should enclose

a passport-type photograph and a brief biographical
statement.

7. References: References should follow the conventional

author-date format:

Abbott, B. K. (1980) The Historical and Geographical
Development of Muswellbrook Newcastle: Hunter
Valley Press.

Harrison, T. L. (1973a) Railway to Jugiong Adelaide: The
Rosebud Press. (2nd Ed.)

Harrison, T. L. (1973b) The Spatial Distribution of
Macadamia Plantations on the Far North Coast of
New South Wales, Journal of Rural and Agricultural
Problems, 13, 4, Oct. pp. 347-359.

O'Donovan, M. J, et. al. (1980) “Animal life in the North
Star District of New South Wales”. In W.W. Murphy,
(Ed.) Readings in Regional Geography (Vol. 2), Sydney:
Williams and Sons.

8. lItalics should be indicated by underlining.
9. Spelling should follow the Macquarie Dictionary, and

Australian place names should follow the Geographical
Place Names Board for the appropriate state.



gta.admin@ptc.nsw.edu.au

The Geography Bulletin is a quarterly journal of the Geography Teachers’ Association
of New South Wales. The ‘Bulletin’embraces those natural and human phenomena
which fashion the character of the Earth’s surface. In addition to this it sees Geography
as incorporating ‘issues’ which confront the discipline and its students. The Geography
Bulletin is designed to serve teachers and students of Geography. The journal has a
particular emphasis on the area of the Pacific basin and its near neighbours and a
specific role in providing material to help meet the requirements of the Geography
syllabuses. As an evolving journal the Geography Bulletin attempts to satisfy the
requirements of a broad readership and in so doing improve its service to teachers.

Those individuals wishing to contribute to the publication are directed to the Advice
to contributors’ page of this Bulletin. Articles are submitted to two referees. Any
decisions as to the applicability to secondary and/or tertiary education are made by
the referees. Authors, it is suggested, should direct articles according to editorial policy.

Contributors to the GTA NSW Bulletin waive their right to any CAL related payment.
© Copyright 2013 Geography Teachers’ Association of New South Wales Inc.

Unless otherwise indicated in an article, non-profit organisations such
as schools and universities may make up to 30 photocopies of any
article in this journal without obtaining further permission.



The
Geography Teachers’ Association
of New South Wales Inc.
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