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Dr Grant Kleeman, Editor

Welcome to the fi rst issue of the Geography Bulletin for 2014. In this edition we 

include AGTA’s submission to the Review of the Australian Curriculum and three 

articles on tourism. The fi rst of these provides a Global Tourism Update. The second 

takes a look at Las Vegas and how the city’s economy has been aff ected by the 

Global Financial Crisis, or what the Americans call the Great Recession. The fi nal 

article takes a look at the emergence of the global cruise industry. Also included is 

an article by Susan Caldis focusing on the Senior Geography Project.

GTA NSW HONOURS THE 2013 HSC GEOGRAPHY’S TOP10
At its Annual Awards Ceremony the GTA has recognised the achievements of the 

top geography students in the 2013 HSC examination and their teachers. The 

ceremony was held in the Murray Hall, Australian Catholic University, Strathfi eld, 

on Friday 4 April. Professor Deirdre Dragovich, of Sydney University presented the 

keynote address focusing on the role and value of Geography. Ms Susan Caldis, 

President GTA NSW, presented the awards.

The HSC Geography Award recipients were:

• Jonah Drummond Clarkson, SHORE 

• Daniel Gorry, Sydney Grammar School

• Joel Raymond, Sydney Grammar School

• Daniel Chepurin, Sydney Grammar School 

• Amanda Lopes, Domremy Catholic College 

• Samuel William Michael Read, The King’s School 

• Aili Langford, Blue Mountains Grammar School

• Monique Masling, Pymble Ladies’ College

• Cassandra Brigden, Newcastle Grammar School

• Sally Wong, Abbotsleigh

The GTA also recognised the important contribution made by the students’ teachers. 

The recipients were:

• Nigel Scozzi, Head Teacher, SHORE 

• Brett Marturia, Sydney Grammar School 

• Richard Copeland, Sydney Grammar School

• Les Rozsnyoi, Domremy Catholic College 

• Norm Webb, The King’s School

• Andrew Steadman, Blue Mountains Grammar School

• Julie Gleeson, Pymble Ladies’ College

• Georgina Roberts, Newcastle Grammar School

• Joanne Sarmiento, Abbotsleigh

 Arthur Phillip Awards
The 2013 Arthur Phillip Fieldwork Competition Awards ceremony was held at the 

Murray Hall, Australian Catholic University, Strathfi eld, on Friday 4 April 2014.

The recipients of these awards were:

Fieldwork and Visual Presentation Award
Equal fi rst place

 Madeleine Brown, St. Columba Anglican School

 Synopsis: Australian Environments Fieldwork was undertaken along the Hastings 

coast and at Dooragan National Park. Primary data was analysed and presented as 

a Google map using Google Photos and Skitch.

 Teacher: Cheryl Dimmock
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Equal fi rst place

 Abby Butler, Merewether High School

 Synopsis: Changing Australian Communities; A current aff air style video report 

about the causes and impacts of change on the seaside suburb of Merewether in 

Newcastle.

 Teacher:  Rob Berry

Second place

 Jessica Tisdell, Merewether High School

 Synopsis: Changing Australian Communities; Thorton. Report includes factors 

causing change and the impacts and responses to change.

 Teacher: Rosemary Campbell

Third place

 Sasha Edwards, Merewether High School

 Synopsis: Changing Australian Communities, Whitebridge. New developments and 

possible impacts on the community.

 Teacher: Cathy Donnelly

Highly commended

 Angus Guihot, St Colombia Anglican School

 Synopsis: Australian Environments Fieldwork was undertaken along the Hastings 

coast and at Dooragan National Park. Primary data was analysed and presented as 

a Google map using Google Photos and Skitch.

 Teacher: Cheryl Dimmock

The Global Education Fieldwork and Research Award
First place

 Georgia Bendall and Sabine Osmotherly, Merewether High School

 Synopsis: Human Rights Abuse due to Globalisation in Bangladesh. A description 

of the poor living and work conditions of garment workers in Bangladesh with case 

study on the collapse of the Rona Plaza in Savar.

 Teacher: Cathy Donnelly

Second place

 Jonathon Cliff ord, Melanie Mitrevski and Matthew Russell, Merewether High 

School

 Synopsis: Women’s rights in Afghanistan. An investigation into the abuse of human 

rights on women caused by various political events.

 Teacher: Cathy Donnelly

Third place

 Emily Braga, Amanda de Havilland, Tayla Gabin, Marissa Sarkis and Madeleine 

Yeaman, Tara Anglican School for Girls

 Synopsis: Humanitarian Aid and Australia’s role in assisting those that need help.

 Teacher: Heather Liney

The Dr Don Biddle Issues in Australian Environments Fieldwork Award

First place

Amanda de Havilland, Tara Anglican School for Girls

Synopsis: To investigate the urban growth in the Camden area. A report based on 

fi eldwork and an analysis of data.

Teacher: Heather Liney
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Equal second place

 Sophia Berlyn, Calrossy Anglican School

 Synopsis: An investigation into the impact of human activities on the Peel River 

Catchment.

 Teachers: Sharon Draper and G. Thompson

Equal second place

 Kate O’Gorman, Tara Anglican School for Girls

 Synopsis: An investigation into the urban growth in the Camden area. Based on 

fi eldwork and analysis of primary and secondary information.

 Teacher: Heather Liney

Third place 

Matthew Taylor, Wyong Christian Community School

Synopsis: An investigation into the excessive sea grass and algal growth of Tuggerah 

Lake. The causes and possible solutions.

Teacher: William Creanor

Highly commended

 Ryan Lim, Calrossy Anglican School

 Synopsis: A Research Action Plan exploring damage to land and water resources 

and the possible solutions.

 Teachers: Jemima Bartlett and Gary Thompson

The Brock Rowe Senior Geography Project Fieldwork Award
First place

 Madeleine Roustas, Meriden School

 Synopsis: The Future of Sydney’s train. The SGP explores and investigates the 

improvements made to trains and stadiums, customer satisfaction levels and future 

government responses. The strengths of the SGP included the depth of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, the selection and integration of both primary 

and secondary sources and the strong conclusions. The evaluation of the aims 

and hypotheses was equally of a high standard. Spatial analysis overwhelmingly 

comprehensive.

 Teacher:  Claire Kinnane

Second place

 Rebecca Pryor, Calrossy Anglican School

 Synopsis: The impact of feral pigs. The SGP is an investigation into the impacts 

and management of feral pigs on Be- Bara; a farm property near Boggabri in 

NSW. The research was of a high standard; of particular note was the attention 

to geographical methodologies such as observations, use of photography and 

clearly written annotations to support the conclusion and implications of the issue. 

Comprehensive appendix and professionally presented.

 Teacher: Gary Thompson

Equal third place

 Anna Geason, Meriden School

 Synopsis: The SGP explores the impact of the Mungo Scott & Allied Flour Mills 

development on Summer Hill. This quality research focussed heavily on the use of 

primary and secondary sources. The conclusions were strong and well supported; 

these were arguably the strength of the project. The evaluation was deep and 

conclusive and complimented the project.

 Teacher: Clare Kinnane
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Equal third place

 Krystina Mullally, Meriden School

 Synopsis: This SGP focussed on the Rhodes Community Reference Group. The 

research was a detailed and had a particular focus on data analysis. The use of 

primary and secondary data comprehensively supported by the aims and well tested 

hypotheses. The conclusions were consolidating and clearly linked to the focus area 

of the task.

 Teacher: Clare Kinnane

Dr Maurine Goldston-Morris Civic and Citizenship Award
 Ryan Upton, The Hills Grammar School

 Synopsis: An excellent SGP that explored the environmental, social + economic 

changes from the construction of the West Ryde Urban Village. The SGP was well 

supported by the depth of analysis and compressive use of primary and secondary 

data. Both fully supporting the aims and hypotheses of the task. The research was 

professionally presented and fully integrated the materials gathered in the fi eld. 

Highlighting this detailed research was a clear link to active citizenship. Ryan was 

able to evoke interest in the issue of lack of car parking to his State Member and the 

General Manager of Ryde Council. This resulted in a direct response from council to 

change the parking time from long term to short term parking to enable more turn 

around.

 Teacher: Grace Larobina

Dr Maurine Goldston-Morris Teachers’ Award for Excellence
 Clare Kinnane of Meriden Anglican School for Girls. Clare has set a high standard 

for her students regarding the Senior Geography Project. This has inspired 

several of her students as demonstrated by the breadth and quality of work 

submitted.

 Cathy Donnelly of Merewether High School. Cathy has engaged her students in 

active participation of Geography and has encouraged high standards of work 

as demonstrated by the quality and breadth of assessments submitted.

Arthur Phillip Awards Ceremony 2014
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Global Cruise Industry

Figure 4: Principal ports of call by number of passengers, 2013

Table 3: Demographic profi le of cruise passengers

Demographic 
Characteristic

Category Percentage

Age 25–29 7

30–39 18

40–49 26

50–59 22

60+ 26

Educational attainment Graduate & Post-graduate 75

Employment Status Full-time 63

Retired 20

Gender Male 51

Income US$ $39k to $50k 9

$50k to $60k 10

$60k to $75k 16

$75k to $100k 19

$100k to $200k 39

$200k to $300k 7

$300k 1

Marital status Married 78

Source: http://www.cruisemarketwatch.com/market/

Who’s cruising?
While cruising attracts a broad demographic there are 

some distinct diff erences within various segments. 

As a general rule the shorter the cruise the younger 

the clientele. Cruises of longer duration appeal to an 

older (often retired) demographic, those with the time 

available to have a lengthy vacation. Shorter cruises are 

popular with families and younger age groups who take 

annual leave or are restricted by the availability of school 

holidays. Some cruise lines (star rating categories) are 

more popular with particular age or socio-economic 

groups. The Cunard ships (Queen Mary 2, Queen 

Victoria and Queen Elisabeth 2) are popular with older 

passengers while the contemporary ships are popular 

with families and groups. Premium cruise lines such as 

Regent Seven Seas, Silversea and Seabourn off er a more 

exclusive experience for the well-heeled on smaller ships. 

Shopping precinct on board the MS Silja Symphony.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Celebrity Solstice pool deck. Source: O. Sillar
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Global Cruise Industry

Major consumer motivators
The decision on which cruise to select is infl uenced by 

a range of factors. These include:

• Price

• Destinations and itineraries off ered

• Cruise board reputation 

• Ease and comfort of travel

• Exciting new ships

• Convenient home ports

• Outstanding lifestyle amenities

Top cruise trends 
• Improved technology and connectivity at sea#

• Millennials* will drive fi rst-time cruiser growth

• Luxury resurgence

• More all-inclusive packages 

• Multi-generational travel will increase as will 

celebration travel & social/affi  nity groups

• Active vacations at sea – high-energy onboard 

facilities 

• Exotic locations driving new itinerary competition 

and cruise ship deployment  

• Hot destinations Trans Pacifi c, World Cruises, U.S. 

Rivers, South America, Antarctic, Middle East, 

Canada/New England, Africa and Exotic Rivers 

#  Keeping connected through social media is 

now part of our daily life. Royal Caribbean have 

responded by installing bow-stern Wi-Fi on all 

its vessels, which gives guests the freedom to 

access the internet around the ship. The line is also 

increasing its bandwidth seven-fold, providing a 

faster connection, and making it practical for guests 

to be online throughout their journey. Other cruise 

lines will follow.

*  Birth years ranging from the early 1980s to the early 

2000s. Sometimes referred to as Generation Y.

AGTA CONFERENCE 
11 – 16 January 2015

New Zealand and the Australian Curriculum: Geography
A number of resources have been written to provide a fresh perspective on diff erent aspects of New Zealand’s 

geography. Each resource includes links to the Australian Curriculum: Geography indicating the relevance of New 

Zealand’s geography for Australian geography educators. 

A millennium ago, Pure Canterbury,  Far North District and A notional transect across the Volcanic Plateau. Additional 

resources will be added during 2014.

Conference Speakers

Leading geography educators have agreed to present the 

keynote presentations, including Professor John Morgan 

and Associate Professor Alaric Maude.

Pre-conference tours

Tour 1: Northland –Tuesday 6 to Sunday 11 January 2015

Tour 2: Central North Island, Middle Earth & Blue Duck 

Station – Tuesday 6 to Sunday 11 January 2015 

Conference program

Venue: Distinction Hotel, Rotorua, North Island, NZ

Sunday 11 January: Registration and welcome function

Monday 12 January: Welcome, keynote presentations, 

workshops and evening social event

Tuesday 13 January: Fieldtrips

Wednesday 14 January: Fieldtrips and conference dinner

Thursday 15 January: Keynote presentations and 

workshops

Friday 16 January: Checkout and return home or join 

post-conference tour to South Island NZ.

Fieldtrips

Fieldtrips on Tuesday and Wednesday:

Tour 1: White Island includes lunch ($75.00 Tour 

surcharge)

Tour 2: Hells Gate Geothermal Process & Mokoia Island 

Urban/ Environmental & Rotorua (includes lunch)

Tour 3: Scion – Forests- products – Innovation & Farm 

Tour – focus on sustainability (includes lunch)

Tour 4: Waimangu Volcanic Valley, GNS Volcanic Activity 

Centre, Huka Falls, Wairakei Geothermal Power & Lake 

Taupo (includes lunch)

A special program has been arranged for partners of 

delegates attending the conference. 

Registration available at http://agta.asn.au/Conferences/

conf2015/index.php
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SCHOOL DEVELOPED BOARD ENDORSED COURSE  

 

Active Global Citizenship 
 

Stage 5 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Note _________________________________________________________ 

 
NSW Government and Catholic Education Commission NSW Schools 

Schools wishing to implement this course need to apply to the Board of Studies, Teaching and 

Educational Standards (BoSTES). This is a relatively simple process that involves schools completing 

the first page of the Board Endorsed Course (BEC) application form on the BoSTES site: Guidelines 

and Application Forms Booklet - School Developed and inserting the Rationale from the second 

page of the Active Global citizenship School Developed Board Endorsed Course. 

 
Schools should try to submit their applications to receive endorsement prior to subject selection 

time.   
 

Association of Independent Schools  

Individual schools should make a submission to the BoSTES for a School Developed BEC.  

  
Schools may seek advice from their BoSTES Liaison Officer (BoSTESLO) for help with this process.  

RESOURCES

Global Perspectives – a framework for the
development of active global citizenship in NSW schools

The framework has been developed by the Global Education Project NSW (GEPNSW) in response to the mandatory 

Australian curriculum cross-curriculum priorities and general capabilities. 

In NSW, the Board of Studies, Teaching and education Standards (BOSTES) has included these, and identifi ed additional, 

essential content to be integrated into all Key Learning Areas. In NSW this is called Learning across the curriculum. 

The Global Perspectives – a framework for the development of active global citizenship in NSW schools:

• compliments the BOSTES Learning across the curriculum 

• underpins and supports the delivery of global education through the BOSTES syllabuses

• provides K–12 teachers with a practical guide to assist in the development of teaching and learning programs that 

equip students with the essential knowledge and understanding, skills and processes, values and attitudes that help 

them to participate in our increasingly diverse world

• supports the Stage 5 course from 2014. Stage 5 Active Global Citizenship, a 100 hour BOSTES Board Endorsed Course:  

(http://www.ptc.nsw.edu.au/gepnsw/curriculum/bostes-stage-5-endorsed-course-active-global-citizenship). This course:

– prepares students, for eff ective and responsible participation in society

– develops globally competent individuals:

(i)  who are aware, curious, and interested in learning 

(ii) able to use the big ideas, tools, methods, and languages that are central to any discipline 

(iii) to develop their research skills, including investigation and analysis; and action, critical thinking and ethical 

decision-making

(iv) to develop personal effi  cacy, community engagement and workplace skills.

To support this work GEPNSW provides teachers with a range of Global Education resources for use in the classroom. 

They can be accessed at:  resources or http://www.ptc.nsw.edu.au/gepnsw/gepnsw-home

NNNNoootete _
NNNSNSSSWWWW GGo

ScScchhohooooololss wEdduducccacaattiioonathee fifiirrsrsttt ppagaandd d AAApppplicatppppagee e ooofff ththhee A
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The Geography Teachers’ Association of New South Wales (GTA) is 
a not-for-profi t, incorporated body that represents the professional 
interests of Geography teachers in NSW and Geographical 
Education more generally. The objectives of the Association are to 
promote the study and teaching of geography in schools by:

• providing professional learning opportunities for teachers of 
Geography;

• advocating the interests of Geography teachers on matters in 
the State and National interest;

• providing forums where teachers of Geography and the wider 
community can exchange views;

• supporting Geographical Education through the development 
and dissemination of geographical resources; and

• promoting geographical research and fi eldwork.

The GTA seeks to address its objectives via a yearly program of 
activities and events, which include:

• online publication of the quarterly Geography Bulletin 
a quality, peer-reviewed journal designed to serve the 
contemporary interests of Geography teachers and students. 

• delivering Teacher Professional Learning Workshops and in 
metropolitan and regional locations, focussing on current 
issues, including in Global Education, the use of technology in 
the classroom, research and fi eldwork skills.

• conducting an Annual Conference with keynote addresses 
from leading geographers on contemporary and emerging 
geographical issues as well as more practical sessions by 
geographical practitioners. 

• hosting School Certifi cate and Higher School Certifi cate 

Reviews for teachers of Geography. These reviews are held in a 

number of regional areas across the state. 

For further information about GTA NSW activities and events go to: 
www.gtansw.org.au 
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1.  Objective: The Geography Bulletin is the quarterly journal 
of the New South Wales Geography Teachers’ Association, 
Inc. The role of the Geography Bulletin is to disseminate 
up-to-date geographical information and to widen access 
to new geographic teaching ideas and methods. Articles 
of interest to teachers and students of geography in 
both secondary and tertiary institutions are invited, and 
contributions of factually correct, informed analyses, and 
case studies suitable for use in secondary schools are 
particularly welcomed. 

2.  Content: Articles, not normally exceeding 5000 words 
(no minimum specifi cation), should be submitted to the 
Editor at the following address: 

  PO Box 577, Leichhardt, NSW, 2040 

 Articles are welcomed from tertiary and secondary 
teachers, students, business and government 
representatives. Articles may also be solicited from time 
to time. Articles submitted will be evaluated according to 
their ability to meet the objectives outlined above. 

3.  Format: Original in Word format on disk (or forwarded 

electronically via email attachment) plus one hard copy 
should be submitted. Tables should be on separate 
pages, one per page, and fi gures should be clearly drawn, 
one per page, in black on opaque paper suitable for 
reproduction. Photographs should be in high resolution 
digital format. An indication should be given in the text of 
approximate location of tables, fi gures and photographs. 
Every illustration needs a caption. Photographs, tables and 
illustrations sourced from the internet must acknowledge 
the source and have a URL link to the original context. 

4.  Title: The title should be short, yet clear and descriptive. 
The author’s name should appear in full, together with a 
full title of position held and location of employment. 

5.  Covering Letter: A covering letter, with return forwarding 
address should accompany all submitted articles. If the 
manuscript has been submitted to another journal, this 
should be stated clearly. 

6.  Photo of Contributor: Contributors should enclose 
a passport-type photograph and a brief biographical 
statement. 

7.  References: References should follow the conventional 
author-date format: 

Abbott, B. K. (1980) The Historical and Geographical 
Development of Muswellbrook  Newcastle: Hunter 
Valley Press. 

Harrison, T. L. (1973a) Railway to Jugiong Adelaide: The 
Rosebud Press. (2nd Ed.) 

Harrison, T. L. (1973b) The Spatial Distribution of 
Macadamia Plantations on the Far North Coast of 
New South Wales, Journal of Rural and Agricultural 
Problems, 13, 4, Oct. pp. 347–359. 

O’Donovan, M. J., et. al. (1980) “Animal life in the North 
Star District of New South Wales”.  In W.W. Murphy, 
(Ed.) Readings in Regional Geography (Vol. 2), Sydney: 
Williams and Sons. 

8.  Italics should be indicated by underlining. 

9.  Spelling should follow the Macquarie Dictionary, and 
Australian place names should follow the Geographical 

Place Names Board for the appropriate state. 

Editorial policy attempts to:

•  promote material which will assist the study and 

teaching of geography

 •  encourage teachers to share their ideas on teaching 

geography 

• provide a means by which teachers can publish articles 

• inform readers of developments in geographical 

education 

Articles are sought refl ecting research and innovations in 

teaching practices in schools. From time to time issues of 

the Bulletin address specifi c themes. 

Refereeing

All suitable manuscripts submitted to the Geography 

Bulletin are subject to the process of review. The authors 

and contributors alone are responsible for the opinions 

expressed in their articles and while reasonable checks are 

made to ensure the accuracy of all statements, neither the 

editor nor the Geography Teachers’ Association of New 

South Wales Inc accepts responsibility for statements or 

opinions expressed herein.

Books for review should be sent to: 

Mr John Lewis, Review Editor, 

The GTA NSW Offi  ce

PO Box 577

Leichhardt NSW 2040 

Deadlines for articles and advertising  

Issue 1  – 1 December  Issue 2  – 1 March

Issue 3  – 1 May  Issue 4  – 1 August

Notice to Advertisers 

‘Geography Bulletin’ welcomes advertisements concerning 

publications, resources, workshops, etc. relevant to 

geography education. 

FULL PAGE (26 x 18cm) – $368.50 

 Special issues $649.00 

HALF PAGE (18 x 13cm or 26 x 8.5cm) – $214.50

 Special Issues $382.80 
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 Special issues $242.00 

INSERTS (A4 supplied) – $374.00 

All prices include GST
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Telephone: (02) 9716 0378
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